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The laſt-Work of a 


oo 


our dear Friend Mr. Corbet lay dying. And I finde 
ſome expeFations of her own ſpeedy Death, had ſome. 
hand in it. ; 


Being thus obliged by her Requeſt, mine own Af- 
ſeions urged me to premiſe this Breviate of her own 
Life : Written, I confeſs, under the power of melting 
Grief, and therefore perhaps with the leſs prudem 
judgment : but not with the leſs, but the more Truth : 
For paſſtonate Weakneſs poureth ont all , which greater 
Prudence may conceal, Conſcionable mens Hiſtories 
are true >, but if they be alſo wiſe, they tell ws but ſome 
part of Truth, concealing that which would do harm, 
and which the depraved world cannot bear without a- 
buſing it : But we that are leſs wiſe, tell all the Truth, 
too little regarding how men will receive it. And hence 
comes all Hiſtory, which hath not evidence” equal t0* 
natural, to be of leſs credit than moſt men thinks, while 
bad men lie ,, and good men leave out ſa much of the 
Truth, as makes the reſt to be as another thing than 
altogether it would appear. 


P m1 

And having purpoſed to write this Breviate concer- L 
ning my dear Wife , God having the ſame year taken Ca 
away two more of my ancient Family, I wrote a Bre- E 
viate of their Lives alſo, One was my excellent holy 41 
Mother-in-Law, Mary the Daughter of Sir Thomas £0 


Hunks, Widow to my dear Father. She was one. of 
the moſt bumble, mortified, boly perſons, that ever I 
knew ; and lived in longing to be with Chriſt, till 
foe. was an Hundred yeers old wanting three or four, in 
full underſtanding, and at laft rejoycing in the trinm- 
phant frequent bearing and repeating the 91 Plalm. 


The other was my old Friend and Houſekeeper, Jane 
Matthews, who lived in piows humble Virginity, with 
eminent worth, to about Seventy ſix or Seventy ſeven 
gears, and Died of mere decay, without conſiderable 
Pain or Sickneſs, about a Month, or ſix Weeks before 


my Vi ife. 


To theſe I added a fourth, a Breviate of the Life 
«nd Death of that worthy Mother of my Wife, as to 
the time ſince | knew her. But I have caſt by all theſe 
later three, and much of the firſt, by the Counſel of 
wiſe Friends, as things which they think that Stran- 
gers will not make ſo great a matter Love and 
Nearneſs wade me do. And I muſt c that God's 
Image 3s the ſame thing on all his Children 5 and when 
yon | 94K deſcribed one, you have-deſcribed all, as to the 
Eſſentials, But (as in Faces and bodily Strength ) 
they ſo much differ in Integrals, Degrees and Accidents, 
that the Lives of ſome are far more Exemplary and Ho- 
nourable to Chriſt their Lord, and their Chriſtian Pro- 
felſion, than others are. And ſome are ſo much ble- 
miſhed by Erronrs, Soul "Diſeaſes, and miſcarriages of 
Life, yea and injuries to the Church of Chrift, by their 
carnal Animoſities and —_— , 4s rendereth the 
Examples of the more wiſe, holy, loving and peaceable, 
and patient Chriſtians, the more conſpicuous and ho- 
* nourable by the difference. 


On this account, finding young people naturally much 
delighted in Hiſtory, and that for want of better, a- 
bundance are quickly corrupted and enſnared by Tale- 
books, Romances , Play-books , and falſe or hurtful 

A 93 Hiſtory, 


_ Hliflory, I heve long thought that true and uſefil Hi. 


tory is of great uſe to prevent ſuch evils, and to many 
profitable ends : And that to young people et is very pros 
fitable to begin with the Scripture- Hiſtory, and next 


the Lives of holy perſons, and next to read the true 
Chereh: Enfloricns and the Hiſtory of our Native 
Country; Melchior Adamus i» Germany, Beza is 
Icones, Thuanus and many others in France, have 
Hone the Church this way great ſervice, by a ane Com- 
memoration of Exemplary perſons. And juch as Juni- 
us, Seultetus, Thuanus, and others who bave recorded 
tbe. chief paſſages of their own Lives, have done a;pro- 
fitable work., though 'Mom'es will ſay, They publifh. 
their owngllagiſe in Pride. There is no ſaying or ds- 
ing . any n the «world, which bad men will not 
reproach, or put an evil face on, or wake an ill uſe of 
fo themſelves. But he that reads ſuch Lives as Bu- 
choltzers, Melanchtons, and their like, and then 
readeth their-Church- Hiftories, will the. better diſcern 


that they were no Liars. 


As it is. Satans work to counterwork Chriſt by the 
Abuſe and Perverſion of his own Ordinances and 
Means, ( a5 to diſgrace. Revelation by feigned Reve-+ 
lation, and Spirituality by falſe pretending to 1he 
_y_ , .and Magiſtracy by wicked Magiſtrates, and 

e Miniſtry. by worldly and ungodly Miniſters, and - 
Chriſtianity by hypocrite falſe Chriſtians; ) ſo he doth 
enervate the credit and uſe of Hiſtory by falſe Hiſtory. 
And bow: great uſe he hath made of this to promote 
Popery, he that readeth Jacobus de Voragine , and. 
wayy other of their Legends, or Saints | one and 
MAorgcler, and ſuch as Tympius and many —_ os 

Fs. 
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(des their ' voluminome deceitful Hiſtories of Church, 
Popes and Conncils, may quickly finde. 


And being my ſelf a vehement Hater of falſe H- 
ſtory, Ibeg Pardon of the Reader for iaterpoſing this 
Digreſſuon : Lately writing of the Judgment of Cran- 
mer and others, @ cited by Dr. Stillingfleet in bis 
Irenicon, about Epiſcopacy , that the Reader might 
know where to find it , I added in a Parentheſis, that 
it was left out in Dr. Burnet's Bock: For this I am © 
accuſed, as diſgracing him and his Book falſly. IT here 
do him right, and confeſs it was ill done of me to judge 
ſo haſtily without better tryal : Rut I muſt tell bin 
wherein my fault conſiſted; Not in accuſing him ;, 1 
take it not to be a fault in D. B. that he hath omitted 
many things that are in Fuller, Fox, and others ; I had 
not thought that. bis Book was diſgraced, if he wrote 
not over again all that every one elſe had written before 
him. But ay fault lay, 1. In believing Dr. Stilling- 
fleet, who tel/s 1s, That thoſe Papers were written in 
K. Edward's Reign, which made me look for them in 
Dr. Burnet's Second Volume, where they are not. And 
another affirming to me, that he ſaw t'ems-#» thit ſecond 
Volume, and I peruſing it purpoſely a ſecond time, con- 
firmed me. But Dr. B. ſaith, Dr. Stillingficet was 
miſtaken many years, and that they were written long 
before, in the Reign of Hen. 8. and ſo he hath them in 
his firſt Volume, which I had not peruſed, not expedting 
them there. And for this haſty judging, I beg bis Pardon. 


As to theſe little private Hiſtories of mine own Fa- 
mily forementioned, I was loath to caſt by mine own 


Mother-in-l.aws Life, Sbe being a perſon of ſo _ 
an 


and extraordinay Holineſs, living (long with Sir Ro- 
bert Harley, whoſe Lady was her Conſin-German,- and 
after at Shrewsbury , and after with my Father and 
me,&c.) in ſo great Communion with God, contempt of 
the World,and all its Pomp and Vanity, ſo great Vidory 
over the fleſh, and ſo long deſires to die, and eſpecially 


in much conſtant, fervent, ſucceſsful Prayer, that had 
marvellous anſwers, as very few Chriſtians attain. 
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And I was loath to have caſt by the Narrative of my 
Wifes Mother, for ſome Reaſons not now tobe mentio- 
med, and becauſe her Daughters extraordinary Love 
to her, made her juſt honour very dear to her : ( But 
her Charader is in the Sermon truly given you). 


But I am convinced by the judgment of my Friends, © 
that publick things are fitteſt for publick notice, And 
I feel that Love, Grief and Nearneſs affe# me with 
the matters that are ſo near mes and as it doth not 
much concern the world to know whether I am ſich or 
well, derd or alive, or whether ever I had a being, 
(though it ccncerns me :) So I ſhould think of the con- 
cerns of my Friends. Aﬀedion makes us think our 
own or our Friends affairs to be ſuch, as the world 


Hould be affeded with : I perceive this weakneſs, and 
ſubmit. | 


That which is rt out of the Narrative of my Fifes 
[4 


Life, is the occaſions and inducements of our Marri- 


He, and ſome paſſages between ſome Relatives and her, 
which the world is not concerned (yet at leaſt) io know. 


If this that is written ſeem uſcleſs to any, it will 
nol 


— 
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ot hurt them , if they leave it to others that ford it-. 
more ſuitable to them : All things be not agreeable 19 
all : That may be uſeful to perfons of her own qualit '”, 
which is not ſo to many others. To her Nephews, and 
Neeces, and ſome other Kindred, who were alſo near 
to her, and for whoſe ſake above moſs others I write it, 
you cannot think that it will be altogether uſeleſs. O 
that they would all imitate her in all that is praiſe. 
worthy , and needful to themſelves. The grand Ob- 
jefion I foreſee will be, That I ſeem but to predicate 
ſome of mine own good Works by praiſing hers. And. 
muſt I needs bury the memory of them as hers, for fear 
f the fling of ſuch ObjeFors e I have told them truly, 
tis not my own ads, but thoſe that were properly 
hers, that I there mention. It is not her giving of my 
Money which I there recite, but that which either was 
her own and none of mine, or elſe procured by her for 
thoſe uſes; and the Works ſuch, in which I was but 
the Executor of her WII. 


She is gone after many of my choiceſt Friends, who 
within this one year are gone to _— and I am fol- 
lowing even at the door, Had I been to enjoy then 
only kere, it would have been but a ſhort comfort, mixt 
with the many troubles which all our Failings and - 
Sins, and ſome degree of unſuitableneſs between the 
neareſt and deareſt, cauſe. But I am going after them - 
to that Bleſſed Society, where Life, Light and Love, 
and therefore Harmony, Concord' and Joy are perfe@t 


and everlaſting. 


Reader , While 1 give thee but the Truth, forgive 
the effeds of Age, Weakneſs and Grief. And if ny” 
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and extraordinay Holineſs, living (long with Sir'Ro* 
bert Harley, whoſe Lady was her Conſin-German, ant 
after at Shrewsbury , and after with my Father and 
me,&c.) in ſo great Communion with God, contempt of 
the World,and all its Pomp and Vanity, ſo great Vidory 
over the fleſh, and ſo long deftres to die, and eſpecially 
in much conſtant, fervent, ſucceſrful Prayer, that had 


marvellous anſwers, as very few Chriſtians attain. 


And I was loath to have caſt by the Narrative of my 
Wifes Mother, for mu Reaſons not now to be mentio- 
wed, and becauſe her Daughters extraordinary Love 
to ber, made her juſt honour very dear to her + ( But 
her. Chara&er. is. in the Sermon truly given you): 


But I am convinced by the judgment of my Friends & 
that publick things are fitteſt for publick notice, And 
I feel that Love, Grief and Nearneſs affe& we with * 
the matters that are ſo near mes and as it doth not 
wuch concern the.world to know whether I am ſick-or 
well, dead or alive, or whether ever I had « being, 
(though it concerns me :) So I ſhould think of the con- 
cerns of my Friends. Afﬀedion makes ws think our 
own or our Friends affairs to be ſuch, as the world 


Jhould be affefed with : I perceive this weakneſs, and 
ſubmit. 


That which is left out of the Narrative of my Wifes 
Life, #s the occaſions and inducements of our Marri- 
ge, and ſome paſſages between ſome Relatives and ber, 
which the world is not concerned (yet at leaſt ) to know. 


If this that is written ſeem uſcleſs to any, it will 
not 


— 
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not hurt them , \if they leave it 19 others that find it- 
more ſuidable 10 them + All things be not agreeable t6 


alt : That way be uſeful to perfous of ber own quality, 


which is not ſo to many others. To her Nephews, and 


Neeces, and ſome other Kindred, who were glſo near 


to her, and for whoſe ſake above maſt other; I write it, 
you cannot think that it will be altogether uſeleſs. - 0. 


that they would all imitate ber in all that is praiſe- 
worthy , and-needfal to. themſelves. The grand Ob- 
jeftion I foreſee will be, That I ſeem but to predicate 


ſome of mine own good Works by praiſing hers. And. 


muſt I needs bury the memory of them 9s here, for fear 
of the fling of ſuch ObjeFors# I have told them truly, 

is not my own ads, but thoſe that were properly 
hers, that I there mention. It is not her giving of my 
Money which [ there recite, but that which either was 
her own and none of mine, or elſe procured by her for 


thoſe uſes; and the Works ſuch, in which I was but- 


the Executor of her Will. 


within this one year. are gone to Chriſt, and I am fol- 


She is gone after many of my 4 Friends; who 


lowing even at the door. Had I been to enjoy them + 
only kere, it would have been but a ſhort comfort, mixt - 
with the many troubles which all our Failings and : 


Sins, and ſome degree of unſuitableneſs between the 


neareſt and deareſt, cauſe. But I am going after thew + 


to that Bleſſed Society, where Life, Light and Love, 
and therefore Harmony, Concord and-Joy are perfet# 


and everlaſting. 


Reader , While 1 give thee but the Trath, forgive | 
the effelts of Age, Weakneſs and Grief. And if yy 


& * 


I get over this (owned) _ E vhlifh alſo fm 
Poetical F oy pertly ſuited 4 the = 


ſome ſich, or ſad afflited Friends, end partly. to. my 
owns i MC guce..proamtpdy groe them only. jo. 
RD ook As - enan- y fnch will be. his 
. thonghts and works. The Lord profjer Our prepare. 
tion for our great. approaching Change. To leave this 
world for ever, and enter upon-an endlz/7 Life, where 
we ſhall. ſpeed according to the ions of this 
little role} time, doth. n—_— + mg , ſor 
F605 ts, the  ſpeecae 0 4 

the moit p prics7 = , the wait unwearied 
; xrvodl the well fre fragel uſo of al ew Ds: the moi 
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A Breviate of the Life of Margaret, 
the Daughter of Francis Charlton, 
Eſq; and late Wife of Richard Bax- 
ter, who dyed June 14. 1681. 


_—_— 


CHAP. TI. 


Her Parentage, and the occaſion of our acquaimtance. 


$. | Haag (due) affetion make me 

willing to give the world a Narra- 

tive which elſe I had omitted; yet 

the fear of God hath not ſo. forſa- 

ken me, that I ſhould willingly de- 

liver any falſbood through parrtiality or paſſion ; but 

as I knew more of this perſon than any other, for 

the good of the Readers and the honour of Gods 

grace in her, I ſhall by Gods aſſiſtance truly report 
the things which I knew. 

$. .2. We were born in the ſame County within 


three miles and an half of each other ; but ſhe of 


one of the chief Families in the County, and I but 
of a mean Freeholder (called a Gentleman for his 
Anceſtors ſake, but of a ſmall Eſtate, though ſuffici- 
ent ): Her Father, Francis Charlton Eſq; was one 
of the beſt Juſtices of the Peace in that County, a 

+ B grave 


The LIFE of | 


grave and ſober worthy man, but did not marry till 
he was aged and gray, and ſo dyed while his chil- 
dren were very young, who were three, of which 
the eldeſt daughter and - his only (on are yet alive. 
He had one ſurviving Brother, who after the Fathers 
death maintained a Jong and coſtly ſur about the 
Guardianſhip of the Heir (yet living): This Unkle 
(Robert) was a comely ſober Gentleman , but the 
wiſe and good Mother Mary durlt not truſt her on- 
ly Son in the hands of one that was his next heir. 
And ſhe thought that Natwre gave her a greater In- 
tereſt in him than an Unkle had. But it being in 
the heat of the late Civil War, Robert being for the: 
Parliament, had the advantage of ſtrength, -which- 
put her to ſeek relief at Oxford from the King, and 
afterwards to marry one Mr. Hanmer, who was { 
for the King, to make her mtereſt that way. Her-. 
houſe being a ſort of a ſmall Caſtle, was Mow gari- 
ſoned for the King. But at taft Robert peecured it 
to be beſieged by the Parliament's Sokfhers, and- 
{tormed and taken ; where the Mother and the chil: 
dren were, and faw part of their buildings barnt, . 
and ſome lye dead before their eyes 3 and fo Robert: 
got poſlſhon of the children. p 
Bur at laſt ſhe by great wiſdom and diligence fur- 
priſed them, and ſecretly conveyed them tor one- 
Mr. Bernard: in Eſſex, and ſecured them againſt all 
his endeavours. 
$. 3. The Wars being ended, and ſhe as Guardian - 
poſſeſfing her Son's Eſtate, took him (an only Son) 
as her (elf, and ufed his Eftate as carefully as for her 
ſelf, but out of itconſcionably paid debts of berHuf- 
bands, repaired ſome of the ruimed houſes,. and ma- 


naged 


Mrs . Margaret Baxter. 


——_———— 


naged things faithfully, according to her beſt diſcre- 
tion, until her Sort marrying,took his Eſtate into his 
own hands. 
$. 4+ She ( being before unknown to me)Jcame 
to Kederminſter (twenty miles) defiring me to take 
a Houſe for her alone : I told her that 1 would not 
be guilty of doing any thing which ſhould ſeparate 
ſuch a Mother from an only Son, who in his youth 
had ſo much need of her counſel, condud, and com- 
fort z and that if paſſion in her,or any fault in him, 
had cauſed difference, the love which brought her 
through ſo much trouble for him, ſhould teach her 
atience, rather than forfake him. She went home, 
be thortly came again, and took a houſe without 
my knowledg. 
$. 5. When ſhe had been therealonea while,her 
unmarried daughter Margaret ( about ſeventeen or 
eighteen years of age) came after her from her 
Brother's, reſolving not to forfake 'the Mother who 
deſerved her deareſt love; and ſometime went to 
Oxford to her elder fiſter ( Wife ro Mr. Ambroſe 
Upton, then Canon of Chriſts Church, both yet 
living). In thistime the good old Mother Jived as 
a bleſſing among the honeſt poor Weavers of Ke- 
derinſter, ſtrangers to her, company for their 
piety ſhe-choſe before all the Vanities of the world. 
In which time my acquaintance with her made me 
know, that( notwithſtanding ſhe had formerly been 
fomewhat paſſionate”) ſhe was a woman of all that 
manly patience in her great tryals, that prudence aud 
piety, and juſtice and 1mpartiafity,and” other Virtues 
which I mentioned in her Funeral Of her 
death anonc Tt is her daughters cafe that this is the 
Prologue to. B 2 CHAP. 


The LIFE of . 


CHAP. -Þ. 
Of Ler . Converſion, Sickreſs, and Recovery. 


$.T'N her vain youth, Pride, and Romances, and 

| Company ſuntable. thereto, did take her upzand 
an imprudent rigid Governeſs. that her. Mother had 
ſet over her in her abſence, had done her hurt, by 
poſſeſſing her with i} thoughts of ſtrictneſs in Reh- 
gion ; yet ſhe had a great reverence for ſome good 
Miniſters ( «ſpecially Mr. T ho. VVright ) and the 
thought that ſhe was not what. (hz ſhould be , but 
ſomething better ( ſhe knew not what ) muſt be at« 
tained. On: TT of 

In this caſe coming: to Kederminfier for/meer Jove 


to her Mother, ſhe had great-averſion tothe PO 


VERTY.and- STRICTNESS of the people there, Þ. 
glittering her ſelf in coſtly Apparel, and delighting 
in her Romances. But. in a littletime ſhe heard a 
underſtood what thoſe better, things, werewhich ſhe 
had thought muſt be attained,, ,., : -  ; 4. 
And a Sermon of Mr. H. Hichmas's at | Oxfordy 
much moved her (on Iſa. 27.11. 1: is a people of #0: 
underitanding, therefore ke that - made them will. nos. 
ſave them, &c. ) The Donne of Converſion (ail: 
preached it as now in my Treatiſe. of Converfion) 
was received on her heart. as the ſeal on; the wax. 
Whereupon ſhe preſently fell co ſclf-judging, anJ to 
frequent prayer, and reading, and ſerious thoughts 
of her preſent ſtate, and her falvation.. :',,, , 1 


- 


$..2...A Rehgious Maid that waited 0a hor, 16» 
| kings }. 
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king notice of this { for ſhe kept all her matters (© 
ſecret to her ſelf, as was her great hurt all her life) 
acquainted her Mother with itz and'when it would 
be hid no longer. , but her —_— Cloſet-prayers 
were ſometimes over-heard, and her changed courſt 
of life diſcerned, her Mother ({ who as farasI could 
diſcern, before loved herilea(t of her threechildren') 
began to eſteem her as her Darlingz and all 'herRe- 
ligieus Friends and - Neighbours, were glad of fo 
ſudden and great a change. 


4. 3. I will here give you -one of her (clf-judg- 
ing Papers, - which: | find (ince her death , upon her 
then fad convictions... When I had on Rome. 8.9. 
told them how it may be known whether we have 
Chriſts Spirit or not, ſhe thus repeated the ſigns with 
her ſclf- condemnation, 

Mark 1. The. Spirit of Chriſt-is the Author of the 
Scriptures; 'and therefore: ſuiteth your diſpoſition to it, 
and guideth you by it. |. 

Judgm. 1. * I fear then I have not the Spirit of 
* Chriltz for I yet fee}no love to Gods word, nor 
«cloſure with it as. ſuitable to me; but-I am queſts- 
© oning the truth of it, or at beſt quarrelling/with 
| FI 1024» 1310-77.90: 50016 3 0 $1QLL 

Mark 2s The Spirit of. Chriſt-is from beazen;from 
Cod our Father, Fay hah op —_ unto revigs 
work 7s. ſpiritual, of heavenly tendency, making us cry 
m Father , and working the beart by uniting love 
to-(r0d. PETS 


Judgm, 2. .* It is not ſo with mes for I have a 
* Spirit tending only to ſelfiſhneſs and fin. - 


tt. Afi oth. Mt. td. 
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Mark 3. The Spirit of Chriſt nzitcth us to C 
and one another —_ = is againſt hatred, Fa 
on, and abuſing others. 

Judgm. 3. <©* Mine then is the ſpirit of Cain, for 
& I cannot endure any that are not of my opinion 
« and way, and it inclineth me to malice, and un- 
* peaceableneſs, and diviſion. 

Mark 4. The Spirit of Chriſt is a ſpirit of Holineſ, 
and doth not favony licentiouſneſs in do@rine, or in 
life. | 
Judgm. 4. * Though I am for ſtrict Principles, | 
* am looſe in prattiſe. 

Mark 5. Chrifts Spirit inclineth to love, buarilily 
and meehneft, and makes men ſloop to cachi ether fa 
their good. mn 313 [10 

Judgm. 5. © None more uncharitable, proud ati 
* cenſorious than TI. | | 39 

Mark 6. The Spirit of Chrift makes men little, low, 
#1d wile in their own eyes, it is pride that pufſeth up. 

Judgm. 6. © My ſelf-conceitednels ſhews that 
< am unhumbled. 

Mark 7. The Spirit of Chrift doth work to the wor. 
tifying of the fleſh, even all its inordinate deſires, and 
40 ſelf-denial. | L 

Judge. 7. © I am a ſtranger to the work of mor 
< exfication and ſelf-denial. I can deny my ſelf no- 
< thing bur the comfort of well-doing. I cannot de- 
* ny my floth fo far as to go to prayer when I am 
JIE: 

ar 1 'rit of Chriſt is a prevailing ſpiri 
and doth not only wiſh ;he rive, bit panes. the 
fleſb as to its rale. Ay 

Judgm. 8. « The fleſh prevaileth with me ye” 
© the ſpirit. ark 


Mrs. Margatet' Baxter 

Mark 9. Chriſts Spirit 7s the anthor of his Werſhip, 
Ordinances, end ſuits the ſorls of believers to them the 
Word, Secraments, Oc. 

Judgm. 9. © They ſeem not ſuitable to my ſoul ; 
« I am agamit them, and had: rather not uſe them, 
« if I durft. | 

Mark 10. Chriſt Spirit is in all the Saints, and in- 
clineth ther to boly Communion with exch other in love, 
eſpecially to theſe in whom this ſpirit moſt eminently 
worketh. 

Jud 10. * It is not thus with me: I deſire not 
« the union of Saints : my affe&ions are moſt 
« to thoſe who-are beſt to me, whether they have 
«more or leſs of the Spirit. | 

«To go no further, it is now evident that I am a 
«racckts perſon: Though all theſe things be imper- 
« fe 10 the beſt,and ſome are more wanting m one 
« rarticular tha in another ; yet where all their 
«* contraries are predominant, as m me, that perſon 
« js told by this Sermon,that they are none of Chrifts ; 
* how much doth my behaviour at this time make 
* this appear, when I can with a hard heart, and a - 
* dry eye, and a ſteady hand declare my ſelf at pre- 
© kent heir of everlaſting wo! But the longeſt: day 
* will quickly come, though I ſtrive to put it as far + 


«* from me; 


$. 4. It would be too long to recite a paper - 
which I find next to this, containing the great ne- 
cetlity of ſelf-judging, the reaſons for it, the rules 
for performing it, and the due manner eſpecially 
m dangers, and before the Sacraments, - or any Con- 
clufions of our ſtate of Grace. 


$..5, But + 
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6. 5: But theſe Couvidtions did neither die; \nge 
paſs unto deſpair, but: to. ſerious converſion-3/-ye# 
put her to ſtruggle hard againſt backwardnels to 73 
cret duties, and the forſaking of ſome vanities; but 
preſently God ſcemed'-ſbarply. to entertain this re- 
turning ſoul. And while we were all rejoicing id ber 
change, (be fell into a Cough and ſeeming Conſum- 
tion, in which we almoſt deſpaired of ther life.” My, 
H'.l the Phyſician, and my. ſelf, ſeeing the caſe 
too hard for us, deſcribed it to Dr. Prajear, and 
Dr. G. Bates, who both judged it a Conſumption 
ariſing from the, obſtructions of, the .veſlels in the 
Lungs, and corrupting the tender — 
and both preſcribed her the (ame Medicines... But: 
theſe, and change of air long, and breaſt-milk, ee. 
did no good. I and my praying-neighbours were {q? 
ſorry that ſuch a changed perſon ſhould preſently b& 
taken away ,before-ſhe had time to manifeſt her-ſw- 
cerity, and do Cod any ſervice in the world, that 
in grief they reſolved to faſt and pray for here,” For 
former"experience had lately much' raiſed their be- 
lief of the ſucceſs of prayer. They had lately prayed 
for one that ſeemed Demoniack, that; (after ſome 
years miſery) was ſuddenly freed of that -diſcaſe 
They had oft prayed for me in dangerousillneſs,and 
I had ſpeedy help. I had lately ſwallowed a Gold- 
bullet for a Medicine, and it lodged in me long, and 
no means would bring it away, till they met-to fat 
and pray, and.it came away that morning. : A.you 
man. yet;living, falling into a violent Epilepfie; and 
after all means long.remaining uncured, they: fer 16 
faſting and prayer 10 his bearing, and the ſecond:dayt 
he was ſuddenly cured, and.never had a fit 'fince? 
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od did not deny theii n though they » 
G not deny their prayers, they were 
without Book, rac ſuch as fone deride as extet{pe- 
rate. I was not with them in apy of theſe;buelap- 
men that were humble praying perſons-only. | ©)? 
But I was with them at. prayer for this -womsn; 
and compaſhon made us all extraogdinary: fi A 
and God heard us, and ſpecdily detivered her Ag. it 
were by nothing, or by an altogether 'yndefigried 
means. She drank of her own inclination, not des 
ing directed, a large quantity of fyrrup of Violets, 
and the next morning her noſe bled (which i ſcawce 
ever did before or ſince) and the Lungs fecthed 
cearcd, and her pulte ſuddenly amended, her cough 
abated, and her ſtrength returned in ſhort” riume, * 


» 
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CHAP. II. 


et in 


"The workings of her ſoul in and after this 


Sickneſs. | ' 


y. od HE being of too timerous and tender a fi4- 

ture, and the ſharp work of -her Repeo4ance 

being yet upon her ſpirit; for Death to come and 

ſeem to ſummon her away to Eternity at ſuch a ſea- 

| jou my wiſeiled ftate, mult needs v = 

er fears, when the (ſtrongeſt long expevienced-Chrt- 

(tins find it no cafie work to dye ifi peacezand wil- 

ling refignation. Bur ſhe had (till a concealing tem- 
per, which made/it never the cafier within. 


$. 2, When God had recovered her, her Mocher 
| C invi- 


=. 
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invited thoſe that faſted and prayed for her, to keep 
a Day of Thankſgiving for her Deliverance. : I ask- 
ed her what ſhe would have. us give thanks for par- 
ticularly ? And in the morning as we began, ſhe(that 
was recovered) gave us in this following Paper. 
» Y life hath been a life of very great mercies, 
« and theſe have aggravated my (in in over- 
*Jooking them. Some of thoſe which God. hath 
& moſt atleted my heart with, I ſhall here mention; 
&* but alas! with a heart very inſcnſible of the greatneſs 
,» Of them. 

« 1, My Mothers reſtoration firſt I thank God did 
<« for; and next, for many Mercies of mine own. 
* Four times before this, I have becn delivered from 
<« great danger of death. 

«* And now I deſire to acknowledg his mercy mm / 
« delivering me from this death-threatning diſeaſe, 
« and that in anſwer to prayers I am here now in 
" —_— health toſpeak of the goodneſs of the 
**Lord. | | 

2. © ] deſire to acknowledg it a mercy that God 
« afflict me 3 and though I cannot with the Pſalmiſt 


 . * ſay, but wow I keep thy ſtatutes 5 I can ſay, before 1 


< was afflided I went aſtray. And how many great ſins 
* God hath prevented by this affliction , I cannot 
* tell 5 but am ſure that God hath dealt very graci- 
* ouſly with mez and I have had many comforts 
*3n my ſufferings, which God hath not given to 
* many of his beloved ones. 

3. I defire to acknowledg Gods great mercy tome 
* in bringing me to this Town, under ſo uſeful 
«© means of Grace ; and that at ſach atjme when I 
© waseven ready to engage in a conrſeof ſin and vanity, 


* beyond 
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« beyond what I had formerly lived in. Thismercy 
«js wach greatred by the time z for had the Lord 
« brought me hither in Infancy, and removed me at 
« riper years , the mercy would not have been fo 
« oreat, And if Ihad gone longer on in a courſe of 
« hardning (ins, it had been lefs than now it is. 

«* 4. I deſire to acknowledg it a great mercy that 
© [ want no outward thing, but am enabled to be 
«* helpful unto others, and have all the zemporal 
* mercies that I can well delire, for my encourage- 
* ment in the ways of God. 

5. © I defire to acknowledg it a great mercy that 


-* God hath given mean intereſt in the hearts and 


* prayers of ſo many of his faithful ſervantsin this 
* place, 

s «[ deſire to acknowledg it a great mercy, 
* that God hath:made me the child of godly Parents, 
«and a child of mw prayers. 

7. © I defire'to acknowledg it a great mercy, 
* which I can never be thankful enough for, that 
«* God hath given me a heart in any meaſure willing, 
*to chops his mercies, and be thankful for 
*them z and that notwithſtanding all that fin and - 
«* Satan hath done to hinder it, he hath made me de- 
* firous this day to give wp my ſelf and all that 
* I have, to him ;, taking him only for my God and 
© chief felicity. 

* And now the Requeſtsthat I defire you tomake 
* to God on my behalf, are theſe. | 
' I. * That he will give me a more thankful ſoul, 
* that I may praiſe him all my days. 

' 2. * And an humble heart , that 1 may be taught 
"of God, who looketh on the proud afar off. 
C 2 3. And 
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invited thoſe that faſted and prayed for her, to keep 
a Day of Thankſgiving for her Deliverance. : I ask- 
ed her what ſhe would have.us give thanks for par- 
ticularly ? And in the morning as we began, ſhe(that 
was recovered) gave us in this following Paper. 
- Y life hath been a life of very great mercies, 
« and theſe have aggravated my (in in over- 

*Jooking them. Some of thoſe which God. hath 
& moſt affe&ed my heart with, I ſhall here mention; 
&* but alas! with a heart very infenſible of the greatneſs 
,» Of them. 

« 1, My Mothers reſtoration firſt I thank God did 
« for; and next, for many Mercies of mine own. 
«* Four times before this, I have becn delivered from 
&« great danger of death. 

«* And now I deſire to acknowledg his mercy in 
« delivering me from this deaththreatning diſeaſe, - 
« and that in anſwer to prayers I am here now in 
* competent health to ſpeak of the goodneſs of the 
Ko . ' s 

2. © I] defire to acknowledg it a mercy that God 
* afflict me ; and though I cannot with the Pſalmiſt 


_ © ſay, but wow I keep thy flatutes 5 I can ſay, before I 


©* was affiiled went aſtray. And how many great ſins 
* God hath prevented by this afflition , I cannot 
* tel] 5 but am ſure that God hath dealt very graci- 
* ouſly with mez and I have had many comforts 
*1n my ſufferings, which God hath not given to 
* many of his beloved ones. 

3. I defire to acknowledg Gods great mercy tome 
* in bringing me to this Town, under ſo uſeful 
* means of Grace ; and that at ſuch atjme when I 
© Was even ready to ergage in 4 conrſe of ſin and vanity, 
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« beyond what I had formerly lived in. Thismercy 
«js much grcatned by the time 3 for had the Lord 
«* brought me hither in Infancy, and removed meat 
« riper years, the mercy would not have been fo 
« oreat. And if Ihad gone longer on in a courſe of 
« hardning fins, it had been leſs than now it is. 

« 4. I defire to.acknowledg it a great mercy that 
© [ want no outward thing, but am enabled to be 
* helpful unto others, and have all the temporal 
* mercies that I can well defire, for my encourage» 
* ment in the ways of God. 

5. * I defire to acknowledg it a great mercy that 
«* God hath given me an intereſt in the hearts and 
* prayers of ſo many of his faithful ſeryantsin this 
* place, 

s «T deſire to acknowledg it a great mercy, 
* that God hath'made mie the child of godly Parents, 
*and a child of many ' prayers. 

7. © I defire to acknowledg it a great mercy, 
«* which I can never be thankful enough for, that 
* God hath given me a heart in any meaſure willing, 
* to acknowledg hls mercies, and be thankful for 
*them z and that notwithſtanding all that fin and - 
« Satan hath done to hinder it, he hath made me de- 
* firous this day to give wp my ſelf and all that 
* I have, to him 5, taking him only for my God and 
© chief felicity. 

*And now the Requeſtsthat I defire you tomake 
* to God on my behalf, are theſe. 

' I. * That he will give me a more thankful ſoul, 
* that I may praiſe him all my days. 
' 2, * And an humble heart , that 1 may be taught 
"of God, who looketh on the proud afar off. 
| C 2 | 3. And 
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3. * And atender conſcience, that I may fear to 
* offend him, and hate all fin. » 

4- © And ſtrength fo to reſiſt temptations, that 1 
«* be not led by Satan-to diſhonour God, or to pro» 
* yoke him.-- 

5. * And a meek and quiet frame of ſpirit, that | 
<« may be contentcd to bear the afflictions that God - 
& ſhall lay me under without murmuring 'or rept- 
© ning. . 


$- 3- This being that which ſhe gave us in, I find 
under her hand this ſecret renewal that ſame day of 
her Covenant wich God, which I annex. 


« This being a day ſet” apart for returning thanks ; 
*to God for bis mercy: in delivering me- from the /. 
<« pates of death, theſe people beingthey that have 
< earneſtly. ſupplicated the throne of grace on my 
* behalfs I here now renew my. Covenant with Al- 
* mighty God,- and reſolve by his grace to endea- 
* Vour to get and keep; a. freſh ſenſe of hismercy on 
<* my ſoul, and a-greater ſenſe yer of -my fin: I re- 
*ſolve to ſet my (#If againſt my Gin with all my 
* might,and not take its part or extenuate it,or keep 
* the Devils counſel, as I have done, to the wrong- 
* ing of God, and the wounding of my own ſoul. 
© T refolve by Gods afliſtance to ſet upon the pra- 
* iſe of known duty, and not to ſtudy ſhifts and 
< evaſions to put off thoſe which are cither trou- 
< bleſome, chargeable, or hkely to render me diſho. 
* nourable and vile in the eyes of the carnal perſons: 
*of the world.- And this I do upon theſe confidera- 
* ions, and for theſe reaſans. | 
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« 1, My life hath been a life of great mercy. God 
© hath preſerved it more than this once, and | hath 
« done exceeding great things for me, which engageth 
« me more than many others, though all rational) 
« creatures are obliged tolive to God their Maker, 

« «2, God hath not only given me life, but in ſome 
*« meaſure ability and opportunity to do him fſer- 


« vice; yea, and already (ſome encouragement in the | 


« hopes of the ſucceſs: of ſome of my poor endea- 
* yours. [1 ſnppoſe on ſome of her ſervants. ] 

« 3. God hath more engaged me to himſelf, by 
* taking me into his Family, and planting me in his 
* Garden, and watering me with the dew from hea- 
* ven. He hath ſet me ina frunflil foil: He hath gi- 
* ven me the high priviledg of a part in the hearts 
* and prayers of his people ; and I may fay that I 
**live to ſpeak it, That God isa God hearing prayers, 
« and hath heard and anſwered them. Though the 
© Tempter be bufie to make me think diminitively 
% of this mercy,”yet"I muſt not, but muſt acknow- 
« ledg the greatneſs of it. - - | 

*4. As all theſe and more engagements are upon 
* mes ſo I am already engaged by the Baptiſmal 
« Covenantto God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
* is my God and chief Good, and only happineſs, 
* and as my Redeemer, Head and Husband ; and as 
* my SanCtifier arid Comforter ; and I have renewed it 
* inthe Sacrament ofthe Lord's Supperzand how can [ 
* pa back that have'thus far engaged my ſelf, and dai - 
©}y receive from God more obligation? Yea,God will 
* expe more from me than from many others. Let 
'* me therefore ſce that I be in good earneſt with 
* God, and think not to put him off with hypocn- 


fie; 
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©fie; let me not deceive my (elf, for God will not 
* be mocked 3 what I ſow, I ſhall reap : if I belong 
*to God, though I ſuffer whilſt I am in the body, 
* they. will be but light afflitions, and but for a mo» 
* ment; but the everlaſting Kingdom will be mine 
© inheritance z and when this life is ended , I ſhall 
© reign with Chriſt; I ſhall be freed from (in and 
6 ſuffering, and for ever rejoyce with Saints and An» 
* gels. Butſhould I prove an hypocrite, I loſe my la- 
© bour, I loſe my God, and damnation with Devils 
* and damned ones will be my reward for ever, and 
* rhis the greater as my mercies have been abundant 
* and great. 

«Therefore I here deſire this day to renew my 
* Covenant with God, and to beg the prayers of this 
* people that God will not leave me to my ſelf, but 
* help me ( by the ſufficient Grace of Chrilt) to keep 
* the Covenant which I have made. And I intend to 
* keep this Paper by me, to helpto remember me and 
* quicken me toduty, and hinder me from (in, and 
* encourage me to go on cheerfully againſt temptatt- 
* ons, looking (till to Chriſt, who forſaketh not 
* thoſe that by faithand repentance come. to him. 

© To all this let me add theſe Conſiderations of 
*the vanity of the creature, and of all falſe 
* hopes. 

* [t is contrary to the nature of the creature to be 
*our peace 3 they are our diſcomforts and troubles, 
* further than they help to lead us to the Creator. 
*Lct me not forget the time when [ ſeemed near 
* death : What comfort had I then in creatures? 


©* What caſe from them 2 Was not all my hope in 
*God 2? All creatutes ſhewed me that fide on which 


* vanity 
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© vanity was written, and they had nothing thar 
« could ſatisfie my foul 3 Though I had as much mcr- 
« cy in means and friends, as I could poſhibly delire, 
«yet all this was nothing to me: the trouble of 
« parting with them was much more than the com- 
« fort of enjoying them 3 and ſo it will be with me 
«ſtill; which ſhould teach me to keep my heart looſe 
« from the Creature, and not over-love any thing on 
« this ſide Heaven: Why ſhould my heart be ined 
« where my home is not? Heaven is my home 3 God 
<jn Chriſt is all my happineſs: and where my trea- 
© ſare is, there my heart ſhould be: Come away, Oh 
© my heart, from vanity 5 mount Heavenward, and 
© be not dead, ordull, if thou would(t be free from 
* trouble, and taſt of real joy and pleaſure. Hath not 
© experience yet taught thee, that creature-comforte, 
© though they may beRoſes, have their pricks? canſt 
*not thou be content to look on them, and ſme} 
© them at a diſtance, and covet no other uſe while 
* thou art in the Garden where they grow, and be 
© content to leave them there behind thee ? If thou 
© muſt needs have them in thy boſome , thou mult 
* ſcratch thy fingers to get them and when.thoy haſt 
* them, though the ſmell -a while delight thee, they 
* will quickly wither, and aregone. Away then, O- - 
* my carnal heart z retire to God, the only ſatisfying 
* objeft. There mayeſt thou love without all danger 
* of exceſs ! Let thy love toGod be fixed and tran- 
* ſcendent.. Awew. 


9. 4- Though theſe were the uriving. of ber heart 
towards God, her fears and troubles did not ſo paſs 
away 3 ſetled peace of ſoul doth ſeldom come quick- 


ly 
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11y to young Converts, though their ſincere reſaluti- 
ons may be fetled. I find among her Papers yet more 
of that days work, upon her after examination and 
review. Bear with the length, if I tranſcribe it as] 
find it under her hand. 


* Chriſt ſath, 1: the world. you ſhall have tronblegin 
* 216 you ſhall have peace. Something of both nawl 
* find at this time : This nightafter returning thanks 
© to God for my recovery, I find my heart ſad, and 
© trouble upon my ſpirits 3 and well it maybe o : for 
* the Gns of this day have been very great : My heart 
* hath not anſwered the expreſſions of thanks which 
{have been uttered by the mouths of thoſe that ſpake 
*them to God. No, no, my heart hath not ſtirred, 
* and been drawnout towards my God! The tho 
*of his love have not raviſhed my Soul : Alas ![ ſcarce 
< felt any holy ſpark to warm my Soul this day. This 
* day, which was a day of the greateſt mercy of any. 
*in all my life z the day in which [ have had an op- 
« portunity to give thanks for all the mercies of my. 
-ſife, and thanks it ſelf is a greater mercy than the 
*reſt : All other merciesare to prepare for this : This 
*is the work of a glorified Saint, even a Saint in hea-+ 
*ven before the bleff:d face of God : It's his everlaſt- 
*3ng bulineſs to Sing the Songs of Thankſgiving and 
* Praiſe to the Moſt High : But my thoughts have not 
©been filled with the fweet foretaſts of this bleſſed 
* work which I might have had this day ? O God, !1 
* beſeech thee forgive my (in, and lay not my .dead- 


*neſsto my charge, bur overlook all my tranſgreſſi-, 


© ors, and look on me in Jefus Chrift my Saviour. [ 
«am thine, Lord, and not mine own: This day _ 
Y © under 
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*under my Hand and. Seal in the preſence of Witneſ- 
ſes, nay in thine own preſence (whoart Witnelsfuf- 
(ficient, were there no eye toſceme-or.car ta hear 
© me) Thou, Lord that. knoweſt all. things, knoweſt 
(that I have devoted my All tothee: Take it and ae- 
* cept my Sacrifice : Help me to-pay my vows | Wilt 
{thou not accept me becauſe I do it not mare ſincere- 
*ly and believingly ? O LordI unfeignedly defireto 
*do it aright! O wilt thou ſtrengthen my weak de- 
© fires! I believe, Lord help my unbelief. Thou that 
© canſt make me what I am not, O make me what thou 
* wouldſt have.me be | In thee there sall fulneſs, .and 
*to thee I delireto. come by Chriſt. Wilt thou now 
* caſt me off, becauſe I do it.not wereſervedly? Lord, 
* I confeſs the Devil tempteth , and the fleſh faith, 
* Spare ſomething : what ! let all go? AndI find.in 
* me a, carnal ſelfiſh principle, ready to cloſe .with 
* the temptation. But thou canſt prevent. and. con- 
* quer all, and ſpeak death to theſe corruptions, and 
*bid the Tempter be gone. It is thy pleaſure here 
*to ſuffer thy dear children to be tempted z but 
*fuffer not temptations to prevail againſt thy Spi- 
* rit and Grace. If temptation be like a torrent of 
* water, to .ſmother,quench, or hide the flame , yet 


* wilt thou never let all the ſparks of thy Grace.be 


* put out in the ſoul where . once thou, haſt truly 
* kindled it. , But Lord ! ſuffer not. ſuch. floods to- 
* fall on my ſoul, where the ſpark is ſo ſmall alrea- 
* dy, that it is even ſcarce diſcernible. O quicken it, 
*and blowit upto a holy flame : Moſt graciousGod! 


* O do it here,. who haſt done it for many a ſoul! Q' 


* what have [ſaid ! that L have a ſpark of grace! why 


* the leaſt ſpark is worth ten . thouſand ciemes, WE 
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. *thanks than I can ever expreſs] and I have been 
" © dead and unthankful, as is before confeſſed! And is 
* that a ſign of grace? Unthankful, dead, and dull 
©T have been, and ſtill am; but yet it muſt needs 
© be from Gods gift in me, that I have any defirg 
6.after him; and that this day I have defired to de- 
*vote my ſelf to him, and that I can ſay I wouldbe 
®* more holy, and more heavenly, even as the Lord 
© would have me be. Nay, I do know the time when 
© I had none of theſe defires, and had no mind to 
*God, and the ways of godlineſs; and do I not 
-* know that there be many in this condition who 
© have no deſires after Chriſt and holmeſs? Here 
- * then is matter of comfort given me from him that 
* doth accept the deſires of his poor creatures, even 
*the Lord Chriſt, who will not quench the ſmoak- © 
* ing flax, nor break the bruiſed reed. I ſee then. 
* that I have yet watter of rejoycing, and muſt la- 
*bour to be ſo humbled for my remaining ſins, as 
* may tend tomy future joy in believing 3 but not 
*ſo as to be diſcouraged and frightned from God,. 
* who is Jongſuffering and abundant tn mercy.Rouze 
* up thy ſeHf then to God, my ſoul; humbly,but be- 
* hevingly repent that thou haft been ſo unthankful 
* and inſenſible of the benefits this day recetved: 
* Up, up, and lie not down fo heavily 3 God hath 
"heard prayers for thee, and given thee life and y 
* portunity to ferve him, He hath given thee all the 
* outward mercies thy heart can dehire. He hath gi- 
*ven thee dear, godly, able friends, ſuch as can help- 
*thee mm the way to heaven ; yea he hath ſet them 
"to beg ſpiritual mercies for thee, who prevailed 
"or temporal for thee,and oft for many me 
| then 
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* then ſhould(t thou not watch and pray, and wait 
© in hope that he hath heard their prayers this day 
« for thy ſou], as formerly for thy body 2 They are 
* things commanded of God to be asked ; and we 
* have his promiſe, that ſeeking we ſhall find. It may 
* be this night many of Gods dear children will yet 
* pray for my ſoul 3 I doubt not ſome will; and ſhall 
{1 not be glad of ſuch advantage ? I heard this day 
*that I muſt not forbear thanks, becauſe the mercies 
* are yet imperfett ( elſe we ſhould never give thanks 
* on earth )> Though therefore my Grace be yet 
* but a ſpark, and weak, my body weak, my heart 
«fad; all theſe adminiſter matter of thanks and 
' praiſe, as well as of ſupplication. Let me therefore 
* keep cloſe to both, they being the life of my lite 
* while I live here 5 and having daily need of ſupply 
© from Cod, let me daily be with him, and live as 
*in his preſence : Let him be the chief in all my 
* thoughts, my heart and life. And let me remember 
*to be earneſt for my poor Relations , and dear 
* Friends, and the Church and people of God in ge- 
*neral. And let me ſtrive to keep ſuch a moderate 
'ſeuſe of ſorrow on my ſoul, as occaſion xequireth. 
<1 have now cauſe of ſorrow for parting with my 
* dear friends, my Father, my Paſtor. He is by pro- 
* vidence called away, and going a long Journey: 
* hat the Lord will do with him, 1 cannot foreſces 
*it may be he is preparing ſome great mercy for us, 
* and for his praiſe z I kgow not but ſuch a day as 
* this may be kept here on his account. The will of 
* the Lord be done, for he is wiſe andgood 3 we are 
* bis own, let himdo with us what, be hz all 
* ſhall be for good to them that love 1 have 
D a cauſc 
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* cauſe tobe humbled that I have been (o unprofita» 
* ble under mercies and means; it may grieve me 
© now he is gone, that there is ſo little that came 
© from him left upon my ſoul. O let this quicken and 
© ſtir me up to be more diligent 4n the uſe of all re- 
* maining helps and means. And if ever I ſhoulden- 
* joy this mercy again, O let me make it appear that 
* this night 1 was ſenſible 'of my neglett of at. 

Y And now here is comfort, that I have to deal 
* with a God of mercy that will hear a poor oy 
*ing ſinner;. a God that will in no wiſe caſt out 
© thoſe that come to him, but loveth whom he loveth, 
* tothe end. This isthe God whom [ have choſen and 
* taken for my portion 3 the ſame God is his God, his 
* Guide and Comforter.. 'The whole world is but a. / 
© houſe where Gods children dwell a little while, till. - 
© he hath fitted them for the heavenly Manſions;and: * 
*if he ſend them out of one room into- another to- 
* do his work, and try their obedience; and if he 
. = ſome in the darkeſt corners of his houſe, to 
*keep them humble, though he ſeparate thoſe that 
* are moſt beloved of 'each other, it is but that they: 
*may not ove ſo much. as to be loth' te part and- 
*come to him who ſhould have all their love. How- 
*ever it fareth with his children. in this houſe ( or: 
*howling wilderneſs ) the time will come, and is at- 
©hanJ, when all the children ſhall be ſeparate from: 
*the Rebels, and be called home todwell with their. 
*Father, their. Head and Husband ; - and the ele& ſhall. 
*all be gathered into one. . Then farwell forrow, far-- 
*well hard heart ! farwell tears.and ſad repentance !. 
* And then bleſſed Saints that. have believed and o-- 
©beyed ! Never ſo unworthy, crowned thou mol 
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* be ! This. was the projet of redeeming-love! 
«When the Lord (hall take our carkaſſes from the 
*orave, and make us ſhine as the Sun in glory; then, 
* then ſhall friends meet and never 'part, and-remem- 
* ber their ſad and weary nights and days no more ! 
© Then may we love freely! What now is wanting / 
*to diſpel all ſorrow from' my heart ! Nothing but | 
*the greater hopes that T (hallbe one of this number. \ 
* This, this can do it. No matter if I had no friend 
*near me, and none on earthz if God be not far 
* from me, it's well enough; and whatever here be- 
* falls the Church and people of God, it's but as for 
* one day, and preſently the ſtorm will be all ovet: 
* Let me therefore' caſt all my care on God: Let me 
* wait on him in the way of duty, and truſt him: let 
* me run with patience the race that is ſet before me, 
* looking to Jeſus the Author and finiſher of my 
* faith, and believingly go'to him itr all my troubles 
*and let me ſo labour here, that I may find reſt to my 
_ in the Reſt that remaineth for the people of 
* God. 

*Reſt! O ſweet word ! The weary ſhall haver eſt,: 
they ſha)l reſt in the Lord: 


* April 10. on Thurſday hight at twelve of the” 
* clock 3 a day and night never tobe forgotten. b 
* the leaſt of all Gods mercies, yea leſs than the leafs; 
Thy u nworth y, unthank ful, hard -hearted creature, 
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6. $. Is not here in all theſe Papers (which I G@w 
not till ſhe was dead) a great deal of work fot one 
day, befides all the publick work of a Thankſgi- 
ving day. IF I ſhould give you an account of all 
her following Twenty One years, what a Volume 
would it amount to ? If you ask, why I recite all 
this, which is but matter well known to ordinary 
Chriſtians? I anſwer, 1. It is not as matter of kxow- 
ledg, but of ſoul workings towards God. 2. Is not 
this extraordinary in a Convert of a year, or few 
months ſtanding? 3. The love of God, and her, 
makes me think it worth the publiſhing : They that 
think otherwiſe may paſs it by z but there are ſouls 
to whom it will be ſavoury and profitable. | 


$. 6. Yet ſhe continued under great fears, that ſbe 
had not ſaving Grace, becauſe ſhe had not that de- 
| of holy affe&tion which ſhe defired: And be; 

e in her ſickneſs, her fears increaſed her diſeaſe 
and danger. I will here, for the uſe of others in 
the like caſe, recite ſomeſcraps of a Letter of coun- 
(cl, as I find them tranſcribed by her (elf. | 


* I Adviſe you to ſet more effefua]ly to the means 
* of your neceſſary conſotationz your ſtrapge (i- 
* lent keeping yourcaſe to your ſelf (from your mo- 


_ ©ther, and all your friends), is an exceeding inju 


*to your peace, ls ir God, or Satan that hinderet 

* you from opening your ſore, and make you think 
* that concealment 1s your wiſdom? If it be pride 
* that forbids it, how dare you obey ſuch a com- 


*mander? Many of our ſores are half healed w_ 
* we 
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{well opened : if Prudence foreſce ſome forbidding 
* inconvenience, you have prudent friends, and two 
*orudent perſons may ſee more than one. But becauſe 
{you will not tell us, I will disjundtively tell ir 
*you. | 
£ 1. Your trouble of ſoul is either ſome affiFion, 
#2, Or ſome ſi. g. Or the-doubt of your ſincerity 
'and true grace. 

*I. If it be affiiion, dare you fo indulge impa- 
* tience,as to conclude againſt your future comforts, 
* while you have Gods love and title to ſalvation? 
* Dare you fay that theſe are of fo ſmall weight, 
* that a croſs like yours will weigh them down? and 
*that you will not rejoice in all the promiſes of life 
* eternal, till your Croſs be removed ? 

*IL. If it be ſor, it is either paſt or preſent: if 
* paſt, why do younot repent, and thankfully accept 
*your pardon? If preſent, it is irrward corruption,or 
* outward tranſgrefiion. Which ever it be, if you 
*love it, why do you grieve for it, and groan under 
*1t? If you grievefor it, why are you not willing 
"to leave it, and be holy.? If you are willingto leave. 
*It, and would fain haveCods grace in the uſe of - 
* bis means, to make you holy, this is the true na- 
"ture of Repentanes: And why then are you not 
"thankful for grace received, for Pardon, Adoption, - 
'and your part in Chriſt, more than you are-trou- 
' bled for remaining fin ? Should none rejoyce that | 
* have fin to trouble them, and keep them in a daily 
* watch and war ? Read Row. 7. & '8.if you will - 
lee the contrary : If any man fin, we have an Adve- 
"cate with the Father, Jeſus Chviſt th: righteous,” and 
' be is the propitiation for onr- ſons. Dare you refaſe 
y OUr-- 


——_— 


The LIF-E of; ' 


« your comforts on ſuch teaſons as would deny com 
< fort to all the world 2 He that ſaith he hath:wo 
«© fin, is a lyar. And will you for this deny theknowt 
« dyty of thanks and praiſe for all that you have re 
ceived ? You have been taught to difference be- 
* tween caufe of Doubting, and cauſe of filial bu 
« miliation. * And if it were any particular fin that 
© needs particular help and nl why do you net 
© open it for help (* which its probably would do 
© more againſt it, than many years ſecret trouble and 
* dejettion alone wull do.) | 

. * 3. If it be doubts of your ſincerity and grace, why 
*do you refuſe to reaſon the caſe, and ſay what 'it 


*is that perſuadeth you that you are graceleſs, that | 
© we may try it by the word of God 2 What evidenee” 
* is it that you want ? You have confeſt that ſome"? 


* time you are convinced of- {incerity 3 and can yaut 
* ſo ealily deny what you have found, as to concl 
* your \ſclf ſo. miſerable as you do ? Should all do 
* thus that have not conſtant apprehenſions of their 
*evidence, and whoſe aſſurance 1s hindred by impet- 
* fectious? You have heard.the contrary. 

* But ſuppoſe that you have yet no ſaving-grace or 
* part in, Chriſt, why ſtand you.complaining, white 
* Chriſt ſtands intreating you: to accept his mercy? 
* Ithe not in good earneſt? The offer is free ; it B 
* not your purchaſe and merit, byit conſext, that will 
* prove your title: Why do you complain, and not 
* conſent even tothe Baptiſmal Covenant ? Or if you 
* conſent, why do you complain as if Chriſts pro- 
©* miſe were not true; or as if conſent were not 2 
* a proof of ſaving-faith ? If you confeſs that you 
* ſhould not doubt and. be dejetted on ſuch _ 

7 | meth! 
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' methinks the Cure'ſhould be halt wrought. [Dare 
'y0u indulge it while you know it.to it wag fart ? 
f Have you not (in enough almady Þ And is'& rot 
* unkindnefs to deny (6 great. x"'morcy 'as the con? 
© verting-grace which you (© lately 'fe; and to ſu+ 
* pet his love who is love it (If, and hath ſo largely 
{expre(t his love to you ? Would youcaffly believe 
'that your. Mother woufd: kill you forſich defeds 
\as you fear that God will domn you for 2 Yea, tho? 
* (he were perfeAly juſt and holy 2?" 1s it congraons 
{to hear Miniſters ecll men from Chriſt, that he-be + 
f ſeecheth them 10 be reconciled to God, and will re- 
f fuſe none 'thit are willing of his-grace and cures 
| and at the ſme tire to hear 'ſuch-as you alrhaſ? 
f ready to Jefpair, as if God would not be reconon 
*led, nor give grace to them.that fain would have n, 
* but will he inclined to reje(t humbled: ſouls? 
*Reaſon 'not for your diſtraſtful fears! ard for- 
* rows, but ſtill diſowne them and accuſe rhem} and 
* then they will vamiſh by degrees and dye : yea'then 
* you will ſure m_ them your ſelf, and God will 
' help you: Can you look that God ſhould 
_ *help you againſt the ſin which you plead for, and 
F defend 2 Tf faith and love be the vital graces,di- 
*ſtruſt of God,” and denyihg his love ,\muſt nor be 
* defended as no fin. As the ungodly cannot expeRt 
* the'grabe which they refufe's ſo how can you ex- 
* pet the pence which you oppoſe, and fay as Pet. 
* 77. ' My font" rafuſetb to 'be comforted; and" ſay: of 
your © feax and grief, as Joran of bisan- 
'ger, # do well 16 be angry, tutn ante dearh. Be con- 
' vitced that Chyiths' yours ,-if you accept 
* conſent 4; md on 
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© right andduty; and then you willdo more to comfort 
© fort your ſelf, than I am endeavouring when] 
© chide you for your fears. Sure finful forrow- is 
*no defirable thing, nor to be pleaded for ; you 
© durſt do;nothing to the murder of a friend, no nor 
Sto his grief; and you are bid to love your Neigh- 
© bour as your ſelf. Away then with your weakni 

*priefs and troubles, left they prove a degree of / 

© wrder. If you care for your (clf , the ort of 
your Mother and Friends, and the honour of the 
: oc mane riches of Gods grace, at leaſt own it 
© to be your duty to oppoſe {inful fear, and to re- 
* zoice in God, and ſerve bim with delight and cheer- 


* ful praiſes, and do your beſt againſt all that is againſt | 


©this duty. And ſuffer not your ſore to feſter by 
*your ſilence; but open your caſe to ſome one that 
© is able to help you impartially to try it by the 
* word of God, and to pray with you that God 
© will mercifully diſcover your infirmities, and the 
remedy. It were but wiſdom to conceal your caſe 


* from others, 1f you can well be cured withouttheir 


J help. 


i 7. Some ſtrivings againſt her fears and ſorrows 
I find gext 1n this Paper following, dated by her 4- 
pril 3. 

* The ſadder my prefent condition is,the greater is 
0 — that I am yet alive: why theg ſbould I not 


* give God thanks for that, and beg the-reſt+ which 
* yet I want? And though my life ſcem but a burden 
* to-me ſometimes , it 1s my great miſtake : for-the 
# my afllictions are nothing. to bell-torwents : 
Were they as great as ever any had, while Iam 3+ 


hve 
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{live on this fide Eternity, there is hope. The time 
* of grace is yet continued 3 if I be found in mer- 
* cies way, I know not but God may yet be graci- 
* ous, and give in my ſoul as he hath done my life 
$ at his peoples prayers. For I cannot but look on 
'my life as an anſwer of their prayers. And fure 
* they deſired my life only that I might live to God. 
* | deſired it my ſelf on'no other terms. It was my 
*earneſt requeſt that I might not live, if nottohim. 
* Why then ſhould I be perſuaded by Satan to think 
*that God will not give me grace as well as life 2 
* May I not rather be encouraged with patience to. 
* wait for further mercy? It is a mercy thatI am' in 
* any meaſure ſenſible of my danger, and have any 
{ delire to be holy. I will therefirs ſtir up my ſoul 
© tothankfulneſs, and be humbled that I can be no 
* more thankful. I will acknowledg the mercy I 
* have received, and the probability of future mers 
* cy : and this by Gods afliſtance the Devil ſhallnot 
* hinder me from doing, 


$.8, I will addone of her Papers,containing her 
——_ after her recovery, in ſome few particu- 
ars. | 

* Decemb. 30. was my worſt day: I did not then 
*think to be alive this day ; I ought not to forget 
*it. On Fan.1. New-years-day, 1 firlt bled atthe noſe 
* largely, and after mended. The fourth day was 
* kept tn humiliation for' me. April 10, wasadayof 


* Thankſgiving; | | | 

* When I thought I ſhould dye, I was more than 
f ordinarily ſenſible of my unprofitable life; and had 
* luch convictions as uſually people in my condition 
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© have; and I then made many reſolutions as in ſach 
© caſes others do. remembred that I had heard much 
* of the promiſes that many made in ſickneſs, which 
* they never performed ; and I thought it was prof 
* hypocriſie to ſpeak now of that which I was paſt 
© performing ( as I thought _) 3 but that I were bet- 
* ter write down my purpofes, and diſcover them if 
* Gad recovered me, that they might be as ftrong an 
* epgagement on me, as if I had fpoken thety'ts 
* men. | att & 
*L:; Lrefolved that I would endeavour to'grt ant 
* keep aſenſe of that great mercy of Gods Ho" 
© me from the peril of threatned death, m anfwer 
* prayers3 which. was the greater, inthat Godtchreat- 
© ned tatake me herice when bwas but rn m1 
* and had ſcarce wdll begun to live. This mercy! 
* promilcd. to be thankful for, and to acknowledy'0- 
* ther mercizs as God ſhould ' make me: able. © 
\ © HI. b refabved'thas b: wouldentdeaveur tobe in a 
- *fixed ſtate and way of duty.z; and motder to this, 
*1 would take advice of one who is (I conceive ) 
* moſt fit to- advife me, And breſbbuei by Gods al- 
* fiſtance, that ., will. 604 canfuh with fleſh and iblood; 
* nor {ſtudy my carnal intereſt, but reſolvedly ſet-o 
* the way'of, my duty.,. -and- freely. diſcourſe my 
© thanghts, {o. far. as is requiſne tomy Jaſbadvice. 
* And. that 1. will ſpeak my reaſons'and eres. 
6 againſbany thing that br ve Tee to' me; which 
©1,zudg;unmect. And 1 refolyed when! I:ſaw my(dd- 
* ty,cheerfully to doit, and keep aſenſeof the ſweet-' 
*nefs and. obligations of Gods love. and nicroy." | 
| HE. I reſolved to-pray and; labour'for arrue ſenſe” 
* of the ſins of this. Nation: in:generalz andin par- 
. ticu- 
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* ticular of the fins of my Relations, and of my 
own. And that till it pleaſe God to give me cauſe 
© of rejoycing or the behalf of my Relations, and 
of my own fottls recovery and fpirxual welfare, 1 
© will contiftiye with: funifliation! to ſupplicate the 
'Lord. And though I would nor ſhut ont a greafer 
© duty by a TIcfler, yet I'wfll avoid alt} manner of 
(Feaſtings a$ much as F well eah, and alt noxiousſer- 
© fual defights 3 arid when T muft be preſent, I will 
© ufe ſome mortifying refttaitit. And this I would do 
* it my habit, and all other things, but that I world 
t]ay no ſftare on'my ſelf, by renouncing what ocda+ 
ſions may oblige nie tos bat by all meansT would 
 firive to keep uport my heart a fenfe of my friends 
*danger and my* ow); | 

IV. 1 tefolve, if Providence coneur, to goto Low 
© or as ſoot) as I car} after the day of Thaakfgiv- 
* ing, for the reaſons mentioned ih another place. 


6. 9. Whar theſ& reaſons were; Ufind nots This 
following fragmetit of hers} hims ſomething of 1e. 


©] begin already to be ſenſible of my miſuling the - 
*Nnelps which God had given me z I know now how 
* I ſhould love” Ordtnances'ahd means of grace, and to 
* what end ; not to break my heart when Providence 
* removeth them from me, or me from them but [ 
© ſhould Tove' them: for God; and uſe them for him, 
*xmq expe my greateſt comfort from-Him, and not 
* from men a means themſclves : T his 1s. no more 
* than what I thonght'T had know long! ago, but I 
' tiever knew it indeed till now. And-now Ido but 
* begin to know it, When I felt my heart _ - 

| P Salk 
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* fink under a burden of ſorrow, God was pleaſed 
© to ask me what I ailed ? Was my condition works 
© than ever ? Had [ leſs hopes of his love than here, 
©tofore? if not, why do I mourn more than when 
© lay under that curſe > What is it that I have ;cho, 
© ſen for my hope and happinels ? is that loſt. and 
*pone? Aml left in ſucha place or caſe as God cans 
©* not be found in if I truly ſeek him? or that God 
© cannot (weeten with his preſence ? if not, whydo 
© I not contentedly thank God for what I havealreas 
* dy had? I cannot fay it's better that I had never 
© had it, than now to leaveit : no, | muſt be willi 
© to ſubmit to God, and be humbled in the ſenſe * 
* my. abuſe of mercy, ſo far as it may quicken me to 
* diligence for the time tocome. And if ever God 
© more truſt me with ſuch treaſure as once I had, 1 ; 
* will ſtrive to ſhew that I better know the worth : 
© of it than 1 did before. My thoughts often tell me, 
* that if 1 were but in a condition in which I had op- 
* portunity to ſerve God with more coſt to the fleſh 
* than I here do, it would either ſhew my hypocriy 
* fie, or give me more aſſuring evidence that lam in+ 
* deed ſincere. 


$. 10.. And it is a uſeful note that 1 fiad added to 
this by her. | 


*If my trouble be for my ſin, 1. My care will be 

* more for the removing of my (in, than of the af+ 
* fliction. - | | | | 
2. And if God ſhould take away the afflition, it 

* would not content me, unleſs fin be taken. away, 
* and my heart amended. | 
g3.1f 
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* 2..1f it be fin that Iam troubled for,it will bemy 
+ oreat care not toſin in my trouble. 

* 4. Andif it be = ſin that troubleth me, I have 
© the more caufe'to ſubmit to Gods hand, and ſilent- 
©ly bear the puniſhment of my iniquity ; it ſhameth 
© murmuring, when we truly look on fin the cauſe, 
* though it bring the wholſome ſorrow of repent- 
* ance. 

*5. And if 1 mourn for fear leſt God be depart- 
© ing, I ſhould ſeek him, and cleave the cloſer to 
*him, and not depart from God, and then he will 
* not depart from me. 


9. 11. I will conclude this Chapter with a Coun- | 
trey Poem of her honeſt Kinſman Mr. Eleazer Careſ- 
well, of Sheffnal/ in Shropſhire, whom I never knew 
to Poetrize but now that tender love and paſſion 
taught him 3 it fignifieth theſe, though it want the 
flowry part. Her danger of death ſo near to -her 
converſion, was very grievous to him, 
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* Atagram, 
* Arm to later change. 


* The prudent foul refin'd from carth, doth ever 
* Arm to her later change, and fears it never. 
* Thoſe pron Monarchs who ſeem to command 
* This Ball, hall be by deaths impartial hand 
* Put out, and doom'd to an'eternal ſtate, 
* (No mortal finner can decline this fate ) 
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_ ©Death conquers Ser r-{waying Kings 3. ; but & - + LL» 
« Shall conquer Death, being now armd 10 2 70 
* Arg Soul, far. this qng change, a and, wed x "y hea 
*To Chriſt, and then no death. ſhall aver, pa N 
© Your joined ſouls 3 and thou, becauſe our He 
* Hath Life, of Life (halt ſtill poſſefled be; /> 
* Death will but this ſqarl'd knot of Life. anti, 
©To unite Souls in. a more bleſled tie, TN: 
* When Faith, renewing grace, repeptng tears, - 
© Hath gleard the ſoul from filth, and (be appears ; » 

$ Ubſpotted, holy, pure, inveſted jn 
« Chriſts milk-white ſnowie Robes, quite freed) tram 
« Wholly deliver'd from this fleſhly thrall, 
« And Hells black Monpreh, and: agdorn'd, with alh 
« Gads perfett grace; rjumphantly theſe ling, - 's 
© Death Fand Hzll conquer'd are by Chriſt our King: : 
«Faith, Hope, and Love,. ca now 7 
we fear rg, 

« Tho' Death divorce thoſe long gcquair L200 

© And lodg earth in the carth 3 the. ſoul aſcends 

« To thole high glorious Regions, where ſhe 

« With Chri = bleſied ſouls {hall ever be, ! 

« Soul troubling fin ſhall then moleſt no more, 

« Which clog'd, which, wounded her fo long before. 

« Poor ſouls go fetter'd here with fleſh and (in, 

« Death doth her great deliverance begin. 

« Thy foul renew'd by grace, (hall quickly ſee 

« How bliſt achangethat day wwll bring to thee 

« Death ſhall thale weeping eycs dry, u Lg wakes 

« And pained weary 8;lh to relk x 

« The gzave;will be a ſafe and quirt bed, | 
. To tait frail body whep thafoul is Bed - 
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© And armed thus, why 9 
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' «This cking _ ſhall there be Rid! to reſt, "_— 
« Whilſtthy glad ſoul of glory is poſſeſt, * © 
* As baniſht griefs en in _that quiet ſkep. . 
© Thy duſt is holy; it thy Lord will keep CET. r 
« Till the laſt trumpet found'; and he ſhall raiſe . 

{The juſt and'unjuſt at the laſt.of days. 

© Then the refined body ſhall again 

© Its late diſlodged ſoul re-entertgin; 

« And re-united chant welk-tnned lays _. 

* Unto the Lamb, whoſe ſoul-enamouring rays 

« Shall raviſh Saints with'blefled perfe& joy, ©, 

Freed from whatever would their reſt annoy. ; _. - 

* Where they with flaming love and pleaſure (ing 

© Holy melodious praiſe ro God their King. 

*Riſe then my ſoulzthy thoughrs fromearth eſtrange; 

© The firſt is wrought, Arm to thy /ater change. 


Thus the good mans affeQtions workt to prepare 
his dear Kin{woman for death; but he dyed. ( _ 
moſt of his before her. 


i. _— —_— 
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Some parcels of Counſel for her deliverance from this 
are Caſe, which I find ei by [6% her 
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ſickneſs , as it did their ſadneG 3; and yet ſhe obſtis 
nately concealed it- from all, ſave a few ſad com» 
plaints to one perſon, who wrote thereof ſome frag 
ments which ſhe extracted far her uſe; I ſhall here 
recite them for others that have the ſame fears. 


$. 2. The miſcarriage of a Relation troubling- 
her, this was ſet down. 


*When God hath done ſo-much for you, will 
© you leave it in the power of an unconſtant crea» 
*ture to trouble. you, and rob you of your ? 
*Is the joy in the Holy Ghoſt fo. ſubjeCt to the ma- 
© lice of your encmies,or ihe weakrneſ7 of your friends # 
* Delight your ſelf in an Allſuficient conſtans God, .. 
* and he will be to you a ſufficient conſtant delight, 
* and will give you the deſires of your heart. I ſee 
© you are yet imperfet in (clf-depial, while you are - 
* tooſenſible of. unkindnefics- and croſſes-from your .. 
* friends, andbear them with too much-paſſion and ' 
-weakneſs; know you not yet what the creature is, 
© and howtittle to beexpeCted from it > Do you not 
*ſtill reckon to meet with ſuch -inficmities in the 
| © beſt, as will be injurious to others, as they are 
troubleſome to. themſelves? It's Gad that we molt 
* wrong, and yet. he beareth with vs.z and ſo muſt 
* we with one anothzr. Rd you expetted that crea- 
* tures ſhould dea] as creatures, and (inners as fin- 
*ners, how little of this kind of trouble had you 
* felt? Eſpecially take heed of tos much d to'- 
* matters of meer reputatian.,, and-the thoughts of 
+ men; elſe you are like aleaf 5a the wind that will 
*haye.no reſt. Lopk on oan as nothing, and becop- _ 
. tent... 
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« tent to approve your (elf tg God; and then (o 
« much honour as is good for you, will follow ay the 
« ſhadow. If every frailty and unkindne(G of the 
* beſt friends mult be your trouble, it is to be 19pa- 
* tient with the unavoidable pravity of mankind 5 
* and you may as well grieve that they were barn jn 
fin, and made your acquaintance. And it ſhould be 
* uſed as a mercy to keep you from inordinate affe- 


* (tions to friends, It's a mercy to be driven from 


f creature-reſt, though it be by enemics. Keep a fix- 
'ed apprehenfion of the necabdoablcoels of all 
* theſe little things that croſs you, and turn your <ye 
'* to God, to Chriſt, to Heaven, the things of un- 
* ſpcakable weight, and you will have 20 room 
* theſe childiſh troubles. | 
* Yet turn not the diſcovery of this your weak- 
'* nefs, mto dejection, but amendment. 1 perceive 
«you are apter to hold to the ſenſe of your own 
* diſtempers, than to-think what counſel is given 
* you apain(t them. 


$. 3. Oa another cccafion fhe recorded 'theſe 
words. 


* How hard is it to keep anr hearts an going too 
© fir even in honeſt affections toward the creature, 
* while we are ſo backward to love Gad, who fhould 
have all the heart, and ſoul, and might? Too ſtrong 
* love to any, ma be inthe kind, may be 
* ſinful and hurtful in the degree. 1.1 will tura $00 
f many of your thoughts from-God, and they will 
© be too oft running aſter the beloved creature. 


*2. A ———  _ and ape 
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© on the creature, it may divert and cool your love 

*to God, which will not be kept up, unleſs our 

* thoughts be kept more to him; yea, though it be 

* for his ſake that you love them. 3. It will ep- 
* creaſe your ſufferings, by intereſlang you in allthe 

- dangers and troubles of thole whom you over: 
love. 


$. 4. When ſhe ſeemed to her (clf near death. 


© You now ſce what the world and all its plea: 
© ſures are, and how it would have uſed you, if you 
* had had no better a portion, and God had not 
* taught you a happier choice. Providence now tells 
* you that thcy are vanity, and if over-valued, * 


<* worſe 3 but if you learn to ſce their nothingneſs, 


*you will be above the trouble of lofing them, as 


* well as theſnares of too delightful enjoying them. 
© Pardon all injurics to men, and turn your thoughts 


© from them, and keep your heart as near as poſhbke 
©to the heart of Chriſt, and live as in his arms, who 
tis uſually fweetcſt when the creature moſt failcth 
© us, if we do but turn our hearts from it to him. 


v. 5. Another time. 


* Can you find that you are refolvedly devoted 
*to Chriſt, and yet doubt whether Chriſt be reſol- 
* yvedly and ſurely yours? Are you. willinger .or 
« faithfuller than he ? 

' Hence ſhe gathered ber f{c]f as foloweth- 

* When 1 read the evidence of my ſclf-reſfignation 

*to Chriſt , I ould as it were ſce Chriſt ſtandivg 
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© over me with the tendereſt care, and hear him'fay, 
$ ] accept thee 4s my own. Forl muſt believe his accep- 
tance, as I perform my reſignation. O what is he 
* providing for me? What entertainment with him 
ſhall I ſhortly find 2 Not ſuch as he found with 
* man, when he came to ſeek us 3-1t is not a Manger, 
© 1 Crown of .thorns, a Croſs, thathe'is preparin for 
* me: when I have had my part of theſe m follow - 
* ing hjm, I ſhall have my place in the glorious Je- 
* ruſalem. 


9. 6. This fragment ſhe wrote next. 


* For the ſake of your own ſoul, and 'life, and 


* friends, and for-the honour of that tender mercy 
* and free grace which you. are bound to magnihe, 
* Let not Satan get advantage agazinlt your peace and 
*thankfulneſs ro God, and the acknowledgment of 
* his obliging love: Let him not on pretence of hu-+ 
* miltation, turn your eyes on a weak diſtempered 
* heart, from the unſpeakable mercy- which ſhould 
* (i]l yonr heart with love and joy, notwithſtanding 
*all your lamented. 1nfirmities. You perceive: not 
*that it is Satan that. would keep you ſtill under 
* mournful ſadneſs, un2er the pretence of-repentance 
*and godly ſorrow. You: are not acquainted with 
* his wiles. You have cauſe of ſorrow, but much 
* more of joy. And your rejoycing in ' Gods Jove 
* would plcaſe: him better than al 

* plaints and. troubles, though he deſpiſe-not acon- 
* trite ſpirit, 1 charge it on your conſcience;that when 
* you are 10 prayer,.;you confcks and- lament your di- 
* ſtruſtfal, _ ſufpicious, wunthankful, uncomfortable 


F hg ſad coms - 
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.. be more for a comfortable than for a ſorrow 


* thoughts of God aud Jeſus Chriſt, more than ll 
« your want of forrow for him. And you trouble 
« your ſelf for ſuch kind of (ins, the homeſty of whoſi 
© occaſion may give you more comfort than the fault nh 
* ſorrow, [know we have not our comfort at cath; 
* mand. But ſee. that your endeavour and ſtrivi 


* frame of fpirit. | 

*Two things I muſt blame you for, 1 That you 
© take the imperfeQions of your duties and obedi- 
* ence, to be greater reaſons for diſcomfort, than the 
* performance and (incerity are reaſons for comfort: 


, * as if you thought any thing were perfect here, ar 


* that it were better do nothing than do it imper- 


* fetly: or as if you would have no comfort till | 
. * you can perform {uch duty and obedience as hath * 


*no need of pardon and a Saviour 5 and ſonoman 


. * living might have any comfort im any thing that he 


* doth. | 
©2, That when unreaſonable fears ant troubles 


-* are upon you, and troubling thoughts are (till up- 


* on your mind, you-ſay that you cannot kelp it, nor 
* turn your themes away to any thing elſe. I know 
* you have not an abſolute power aver your 
* thoughts, but ſome you have : why elſe hathGod 
* made a Law for our thoughts, and laid ſo much 
* duty on them, and forbidden their fin fo much? 
* Much may be done, if you will be refolute. 

: k whether Chriſt came from the Father to 
* bring tidings, of ſadneks and deſpair, or of great 
* joy ; and whether Angels preached not Glory to 


* (Bod in the higheſt; on earth peace, and tomen good. 


*wil/ ? And whether Fatih, Hope, and Lowe, which 
| are 
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© are the things which Chriſt will work op ſouls, be 
© not more powerful to deſtroy your (ins, than de- 
* pair or diſcouragement of mind? 

* And becauſe you complain fa much of (in, I azk 
you, why doth not your confcience more accuſe 
*y50u of the fin. of nathankful denying or- exte- 
<nuating the metcies of God, and no more magni- 
« fying them. And for overJogking ſa much the me- 
« rtorious righteouſneſs of Chriſt, while you coar- 
© plain for want of more of your own, I would not 
£ deceive Jou, by telling you that you need nong. in 
« your ſelf; and that all your righteguſach. 13 ut 
* of you in Chriſt» Know that your righteouſnels 
© muſt exceed that of the: barons Lug varigh- 
'* reous (hall not inherit the Kiogdom of God, aud 
* that he that doth righteouſnebs is righteaus : But 
© at what Bar or Tribunal? Oaly att Gzace, 


+- 


| us 
© which ſuppoſeth the Reconciling Pardoning Righte- 
* ouſneſs of Chriſt : it is not at 3he; bar of -Rigorow 
v Juſhict, : ing to the Law, whe Fequirera le- 


* rocenee to Juſtification 3 there Chriſt only ig, you 
* Righteouſmeſs 3 and you have-none, and mult dream + 
. * of nane butthat which-floweeth from-his,and ſtands 
{in one” i@ itz and js your ule to, it, and - 
* improvernent af-t, exe7? pour thank ful accepting 4 
* free-given Sevianr, Head _ Lard, and Pardon = 
* the Spirit to jawGifie you wore, and fit you for:com- 
* amunden wvh God aud. for glory; eſteem moſt , chuſe 
* ft, and ſeak, woſt the loue of God the Father, the 
* Grace of Chriſt, and the Communion of the H. Ghoſt , 
and this fubosdinee rigiteonſacls will certainly © 
* prove the meritorious perfect righteouſneſs of 
*Cheiſt ts be for-you, inkead of a perfeft righte- 


* ouſnels -» 


* 
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©onſneſs of your own. There is no defet in his $:: © 
* crifice or Merits; if you wanteda title ro Chriſt: 
* you were unjuſtified ; but none wants that, who 
$ conſenteth to his Covenant, 'as before ** and that 
* conſent-you cannot deny. Will you Iive like a for- 
© faken Orphan expoſed in a Wilderneſs, while Gods 
* tender love is ſaving you, and Chriſt 'is pl 
<ing in you as the frait of his blood, and the Angel; 
* of God are ſerving you, and rejoycing'/at yourcon- 
* verſion? I entreat you think'whether'1t be notthe 
* great work'that God hath called you'to,to honour 
© his grace, and propagate to all about you, as you 
© are 'able, 4 joyful, thankful, hoping and praiſing 
frame of ſoul g' and to ſtir- up albro che delightful 
© praiſe of God ? 'As Miniſters muſt"do it by preach: / 
*ing; all tuſt do it by conference and example; And 
©is your dejefted ſadneſ3-the performance of this? 


"4.6. When, ſhe deſired to be prayed for, ſe 
wrote down this Arifwer which I find now in het 
Papers, | 


*ITt's well if you know what prayerto put upyor 
* what to deſire 3 Te pray for you according to the 
* beſt of my Jjudgmentzand Vie teNl you' for'whar, chat 
* you may know what to” pray 'for for you (ﬆf: 
* Firſt, le pray that your thoughts may be 'turned 
*to the magnifying of Gods love' z aid - you' may 
* remember thatthe is as'good a8 he'is great3 and thit 
* you may' be more'ſenfible of 'his mercy; - than of 
* your own unworthinefs. 2. Ile pray-that you may 
* have fo lively an apprehenſion oy your overlaſtg 
* tcticnty, as may make you long to be with _ 
3. 
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© 2. That you may have more ſelfdenial, and that 
© humility which makes you little 1a your own eyes. 
* 4. That you may :be much lefg tender,. and liable 
* to commotion, and diſquiet of rind, and lefs fenſi- 
© ble of unkindneſles, and of bodily dangers, yea, 
*and of fin it (elf, while the ſenſe of it hmders the 
* ſenſe of mercy. A meek, and a quiet, and pati- 
* ent ſpirit is of great price in the ſight of God. [ 
* will pray that you may be delivered from 'too 
* much inward paſſion, of fear, grief, or difcon- 
* tent. 5. I will pray, that no creature may ſeemgrea- 
* ter, better, or more regardable, or neceffary to 
*you than it-is 3 and that you would look on all as 
* walking ſbadows, vanity and liars (that is, mtru- 
* ſty), further than you can ſee God in them, or 
| *they lead you up to him 3 that they may never be 

wb , over feared, over-truſted, or their 
* thoughts too much regarded. 6. Above all, Ile 
* pray that you may be leſs ſe|f willed, and not to 
* be too paſſionately or unmovably ſet upon the ful- 
* filling of all your will; but may have a will that 
* is compliant with the Will of God, and can change 
* as he would have itz and will follow him, and not 
* run before himz and can endure to be croſt, and 
* denyed by God and man, without diſcompoſed- 
* neſs, and impatient trouble of mind. 7. I ſhall 
* pray, that ſeeming wiſdom may not entatigle you, 
* either in the concealment of any thing which 
* greatly needeth your friends advice, or in the hi- 
*ding of your talents by unprofitale filence, as to all 
* good diſcourſe, upon the emaity which you, have 
to hypocrilie 3 and that you' will not live'in fits 
* of omiflion, for ſear of - bettet than 495 
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*are. By this you may know wherein I think you 
© faulty. 


$. 7. The next I find, is this advice againſt her 
reſolution to go to Londor. 


© It's not lawful to ſpeak an idle word, and eſpe- 
© cially deliberately z much Jeſs to go an idle jour- 
© ney. What if you fall ſick by the way, or ſome 
© weakneſs take you there, will not conſcience ask 
© you, who called you hither? Your weakneſs of ' 
* ſpirit, that cannot endure this or that, at home, 
* with your deareſt friends, 1s ſo far below the quiet 
* compoſed fortitude which you ſhould have, that 
*you ought not to give way to it. If you are at 
© the command of your impatience, how are you 0s/* 
* bedient to the cemmand of Cod ? It's a greater: 
* work to bring your mind and will to the will of | 
.* God, than to change place, or apparel], or run away 
. © as Jonah in diſcontent. O for a mind and will that 
* needed no more to quiet it, than to know what is 
* the will of God, and our duty yz and in every ec- 
* ſtate therewith to be content. When you know 
* your duty, do it reſolutely and cheerfully , and 
* ©*ſcorn to run away, and turn your back, that you 
* may do it. without cenſure where you are un- 
* known. Utſe well the means God here vouchſafes 
_ you, and do your duty with a quiet mind, and fol 
* low God in your removes. | | 


$. 8. Much more of fiich counſels ſhe tranſcribed, 
but I forbear reciting more. . She ends thoſe Papers: 
with theſe words : 


* The. 
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© The beſt creature-affeQions have a mixture of 
© creature-imperfeQions, and therefore need ſorhe 
© pall to wean us from the faulty part : God mult 
tbe known to be ' God, our reſt, and there- 
« fore the beſt creature to be but a creature! O mi- 
© ſerable world | ( how long muſt I continue 12 it > 
* And why is this wretched heart ſo loth to leave 
*it), where we can have no fire without ſmoak, and 
* our deareſt friends muſt be our greateſt grief; and 
* when we begin in hope, and love, and joy, be- 
© fore we are aware, We *f into an anſwerable mea- 
* ſure of diſtreſs. Learn by experience, when any 
* condition is inordinately or exceſlively ſweet to 


* thee, to ſay, From hence mmnſt be my ſorrow. (O how 
* true) ! 
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CHAP.YV. 


Her temper, occaſioning theſe troubles of mind. 


$. I. H E foul while in the body,works much ac- 

cording to the bodies diſpoſition. 1, She 
was of an extraordinary ſharp and piercing Wit. 
2. She had a natural reſervedneſs, and ſecrecy, #n-. 
creaſed by thinking it neceſſary prudence not to be 
open ; by which means ſhe was oft miſ-underſtood 
by her neareſt friends, and conſequently often croſt 
and diſappointed by thoſe that would have pleaſed 
her. And as ſhe could underſtand men much by 
their looks and hints, ſo ſhe expeRed all ſhould 
know her mind without her expreſling it, _— 
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bred her fruſtrations and diſcontents. 3. And ſhe 
had a natural tenderneſs, and troubledneſs of mind, 
upon the croſſing of her Juſt deſires: tooquick, and 
ungovernable a ſenſe of diſplealing words or deeds, 
4. She had a diſeaſed unrefiſtible fearfulneſs; her 
quick,-and too ſenſible nature was over-timerous: 
and to increaſe it, ſhe ſaid ſhe was four times, be- 
fore I knew her, in danger of death (of which, 
one was by the Small-Pox): And more to increaſe 
it, her Mothers houſe (Apply-Caſile, near Welling 
ton), being a Gariſon, it was ſtormed while ſhe was 
in it, and part of the houſing about it burnt, and 
men lay killed before her face, and all 'of them 
threatened, and ſtript of their cloathing\, ſo that 
they were fain to borrow cloaths. 5. And the great 
work upon her ſoul, in her coverſion, moved all her 
paſſions. 6. And then her dangerous fieknefs, and 
the ſentence of death to ſo young a Convert, mult 
needs be a very awaking thing ;3' and coming on her 
before ſhe had any aſſurance of her juſtification, did 
increaſe her fear. 7, And in this cafe ſhe Jived in 
the Church-Yard fide, where ſhe ſaw all the Burials 
of the dead, and kept a deaths head (a hull) in 
her Cloſer (till before her. And other ſfach mortify- 
ing ſpectacles increaſed her ſad diſpoſition. 


$. 2. And the exceſlive love which ſhe had to her 


Mother, did much increaſe her grief when ſhe expe- 
ed death, 


$. 3- Though ſhe called it melancholly, that by 
all this ſhe wag caſt into, yet it rather ſeemed a part- 
ly natura), and partly an adventitious mm _ 
nels, 


- 
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fulneſ in a tender over-paſlionate nature, that had 
| no power © quiet her own fears, without any other 
q cloud on her underſtanding. 
, 
r 


$. 4. And all was much encreaſed by her wiſddm, 
ſo ſtifling all the appearances of .it, that it all in- 
wardly wrought, and had no cafe by vent. 


? $. 5. And having: keen fpirits,' and thin ſharp 
blood, ſhe had a ſtrong Hemicraniaor Head-ake once 
a month, and oft once a fortnight, or more, from the 
age of fifteen or (xteen, years, All theſe together 
much tended to hinder her from a quiet and coms- 
fortable temper. . . 


| $.6. And in a word, all the operations of her: 
ſoul were very intenſe and ſtrongz ſtrong wit, afid 
ſtrong love, and ſtrong difpleaſure. And when God - 
ſhewed her what Holoneſ was, ſhe thought ſhemuſt 
preſently have it in ſd great a degree as the ripeſt 
Saints do here attain 3 and that becauſe ſhe had not 
as much heavenly life, and ſenſe, and delight in God 
as ſhe knew ſhe ſhould have and deſired, ſhe conclu- 
ded of it that ſhe had none that was ſincere. . 


$. 7. One of the firſt things by which her change 
was diſcovered to her Mother and Friends; was her 
fervent ſecret prayers; for living in agreat houſe, of . 
which the middle part was ruined in the Wars, ſhe 
choſe a Cloſet in the furtherend, where ſhe thought | - .-—_ 
none heard her : But ſome that over-heard her, ſaid, 
they rever heard fo fervent prayers from any perſon. 
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$. 8. Yet ſhe defired meto draw up a fottr ſuited 
to her own condition ; which I did, and find it now - 
reſerved among her Papers; but I cannot tell whe- 
ther ſhe ever uſed it, having affefions and freedom 
of expreſſion without it. 1 had thought to have ah- 
nexed it for the uſe of afflicted Penitents : But'it 
will be but a digreſſion in this Narrative. 
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CHAP. VI. 
Of our Marriage, and our Habitations. 


6. 1. H E unſuitableneſs of our age, _ P 
former known purpoſes againſt f 
age, and againſt the convemency of Miniſters Mate 
riage, who have no ſort of neceſlity, made our mar- 
riage the matter of much publick talk and wonder; 
And the true opening of her caſe and mine, and the 
many ſtrange occurrences which brought it to pals 
would take away the wonder of her friends and 
mine that knew us ; and the notice of it would 
much conduce to the underſtanding of ſome other 
paſſages of our lives : Yet wiſe Friends, by whom 
I am adviſed, think it better to omit fach per- 
{onal particularities, at leaſt” at. this time. Both 
in her caſe and mine, thcre was much extraordina- 
ry," Which it doth not much concern the world to 
be acquainted with. From the firſt thoughts of It, 
epany changes and ſtoppages intervened, and longde- 
lays, till I was ſilenced and ejeted with many _ 
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dreds more z and ſo being ſeparated from my old. 
Paſtoral Charge, which was enough to take up all 
my time and labour, ſome of my diſſwading Rea- 
ſons were then over. And at” laſt, on Septemb. 10. 


- 1652. we were married in Bernet-Fink Church by 


Mr. Sammel Clerk ( yet living ), having been before 
Contracted by Mr. S:areor Afb, both in the preſence 
of Mr. Henr, Aſburſs and Mrs. Afb. | 


6.2. She conſented to theſe Conditions of our 
Marriage: 1. That I would have nothing that, be- 
fore our Marriage was hers that 1( who wanted no 
outward ſupplies ) might not ſeem to marry her for 
covetouſneſs. © 2. That ſhe would fo alter her af 
Airs, that I might be intangled in no Law-ſuits. 
3. That ſhe would expe& none of my time which 


.-my Miniſterial work ſhould require. 


$. 3- When we were married, her ſadneſs and me- 
lancholy vaniſhed; counſel did ſomething to it, and 
contentment ſomething 3 and being taken up with 
our houſhold affairs, did 'ſfomewhat. And we lived 
in inviolated love, and mutual complacency, ſenſi- 
ble of the benefit of mutual help. Theſe near nine- 
teen years [ know not that ever we had any breach 
in point of love, or point of intereſt, fave only 
that ſhe ſomewhat gru that 1 had perſuaded 
her for my quietneſs to ſurrender ſo much of her E- 
ſtate, to a diſabling her from helping others ſo much 
as (he earneſtly Jefired: | 


$. 4 But that even this was not from a covetous- 
mind, is. evident by theſe inſtances. 1. her 
o-: 
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Portion ( which was. 20co 1. betides: that given 
aforeſaid ) was ( by ill debtors) , 200 tot -inty 
Mothers time, and 2001. after, before her Mars 
age; and all ſhe had reduced to almoſt 1650 yer 
ſhe never grudged at any thing that the poverty of 
Debtors deprived her of. ?, br 
"2, She had before been acquainted with the Load 
Chancellor's offering me a Biltoprick 3 and tho! 
it might have taken off the cenſure of thoſe Re 
tions that thought ſhe debaſed her felt in marrying 
me, and alſo might have ſecmed deſirable to her for 
the Wealth as well as the Honours ſhe was fo fav 
from defiring my accepting it, that I am perſuaded 
had T donei1t , it would have alienated! her -mack 
from me in point of eſteem and love. Not that (be 7 
had any opinion againſt Epiſcopacy' then ( that eveig? 
I could perceive.) bx that ſhe abborted a worldly \ 
mercenary mind in a Miniſter of Chriſt, and wasa 
ſharp Ceoſurer of all that for gain.,-or bonogr, of 
worldly ends, would ſtretch their conſtzences to- any 
thing that they thought God forbad. | And am df 
ſured ( though towards her end ſhe wiſht ſbe had 
been abler to relieve the neefdy,, and domouze goods 
yet ) ſhe lived a far more contertedlife-in our ment | 
condition, even when {he ſtoopt; to xoceive frome# 
others that had heen ſtrangers taher;than-ſhe wopll 
bave done had I been a Biſhop, and (tie had had-many 
thouſand pounds more at her diſpaſey yea tam pers 
ſuaded (he would not ealily have endured iti! - © 
'3. Another tryal of her az t@ Wealth: and- Ho# 
nour, was when I, and all ſuch others, were caſt out 
of z1l poſſeſſion, and;bape of all Eecltfiaſtitalmain- 
tenathce 3 the was nat ignorant of the as 
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jcalouſies,-and- wrath and proſecutions: that I was 
like to be expoſed to; 'yea, ſhe had heard and ſen it 
already begun by Biſhop Morley's forbidding me to 
preach before, and preaching himſelf, and his Dean, 
and-many others; fiercely againſt-me in Kederavinſtey 
Pulpit 3 ſhe had/quickly- heard them that were caſt 
out and ſilenced, deeply accuſed- as if they; had| de> 
ſerved it. + To chuſe- a participation-of fuch-a life 
that had no encouragement from any -worldly 
Wealth or Honour, yea, that was expoſed to' ſuch 
certain” ſuffering which had no end in proſpett on 
this (ide death, . did'{hew that ſhe was far from'cove - 
touſneſs. Much-more evidence of this [ ſhall ſhew you 
« it falls in its place. 
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'$:5. Among other troubles that her Marriage ex- 
poled her to, one was our oft neceſlitated removals z 
which to thoſe that muſt take Houſes,and bind them- 
ſelves to Landlords, and fit and furniſh them,is more 


cares. Firſt, We took a Houſe in Moorefields, after 
at AJon ; next that, another at AFon; and after 
that, another there 3 and after that, we were put to 


to divers others in another place and County, as fol- 
loweth 3 and the women have moſt of that-ſort of 
troudle. But ſhe eafily bare it all. 

And I know-not that ever ſhe came to-any place 
where ſhe did not extraordinatily win the'love of 
the inhabitacts ( unleſs in any ſtreet where ſhe ſtaid 
ſo ſhort a time, as not to be known to them): Had 
ſhe had but the riches of the world'to have doge 
the pood that. ſhe had a heart to do., how much 

H would 
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than for ſingle perſons that bave no ſuch clogs or 


remove to ene of the former again 3 and after that,” 
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td the Room, and went wh me alſo into H 
Church 
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would ſhe have been loved, who in her mean and 
low condition won ſo much ? | 
And her carriage won more love than her lj 
lity 3 ſhe could not endure to hear one give ano- 
ther any ſowr , rough, or haſty word z her ſpeech 
and countenance was always kind and civil, whether 
ſhe had any thing to give or not. : 
And all her kindneſs tended to ſome better end, 
than barely to relieve peoples bodily wants ; even 
to oblige them to ſome duty that tended to the good 
of their ſouls, or to deliver them from ſome (traits 
which fill'd them with hurtful care, and became x 
matter of great temptation to them. If ſhe could 
hire the poor to hear Gods word, from Conformilt 
or Nonconformiſt, or to read good ferious prattical 
Books, whether written by Conformiſts or Nonoon- 
formiſts, it anſwered her end and defire: and many 
an hundred books hath ſhe given to thoſe ends, But 
of theſe things more hereafter. This is here byt to 
anſwer the forcſaid objection, and to lead on to the 


following particular paflages of her life. 


'$. 6. While I was at Ago, her carriage and ch#- 
rity ſo won the people there, that all that I ever 
__ of, greatly citecmed and loved her. And the 

ing earneſtly defirous of doing good, prepared 
her kouſe for the reception of thoſe that would 


"come in, to be inſtruted by me, between the monty 


ing and evening publick Aflemblies, and after: And 
the people that had never been uſed to ſuch thing 


accounted worldly ignorant perſons, gave w #5, 


hopes of their edification,and reformation, and f 
| et 


he Room, and went with me alſo into tht 
Churc 
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Church (which was at my door): And when I was 
after removed , the people hearing that I again 
wanted a houſe ( being ten miles oft ), they unani- 
moully ſubſcribed a requeſt to me, to return to my 
old houſe with them, and offered to pay my houſe- 
rentz which I took kindly: and it was - much her 
winning converſation which thus won their love. 


6. 7. When I was carried thence to the common 
Goal, for teaching them, .as aforeſaid, I never per- 
ceived her troubled at it : ſhe cheerfully - went 
with me into Priſon 3 ſbe brought her beſt bed thither, 
and did. much to remove the removable inconveni- 
encies-of the Priſon. I think ſhe had: ſcarce ever a 
pleaſanter time in her life than while (he was with 
we there. And whereas people upon ſuch occaſions 
were not unapt to be liberal, it was againſt her mind 
toreceive more than neceſlity required. Only three 
perſons gave me juſt as muck as paid Lawyers and 
prifot-charges, and when one offered me more, (he 
would not receive it : But all. was far (ſbort of the 


great charges of our removal to another habita- 
tion, | 


14. 8, The Parliament making a new (harper Law 
againſt us, I was forced to remove ans 

nty z thither (he went with me, and removed 
ber Goods that were movable, from Aon to Totte 
Fidge, being for the Rent of the houſe we 
cf: Ar Totteridge, the firlt year,. few poor people 
UE put ta the hardneſs that ſhe was put to 5, we 
Qld have no: houſe but part of a poor 'Farmers, 
where the Chimneys ſo extreamly Gnoakc't, as ow 
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ly. annoyed her health ; for it was a very hard Win- 
ter, and the Coal-ſmoak fo filled the Room that we 
all day fate in, that it was as a cloud, and we were 
even ſuffocated with the ſtink. And ſhe-had ever a 
great ſtraitneſs of the Lungs, that could not bear 
ſ{moak or cloſeneſs. This was the greateſt bodily 
ſuffering that her outward condition put her to 
which was increaſed by my continual pain there. But 
ber charity to her poor Landlady, fet her Son Ap- 
pxentice,. who now liveth welk. 


$. 9.: Thence we removed to a houſe; which we 
took to our ſelves, which required ſo great akermi- 
ons and amendment, as took her-up much time-und 
labour : and, to her great comfort, (he got Mr. Cor 
bet and his Wife to dwell with us. And in-all theſs 
changes and troubles ſhe lived ingreat peace. 


$. 40. When the Kings Declargtions and Licenſes 
gave. Nonconformilts leave to build Meeting -places, 
and Preach, ſhe was againſt my going to Lowdox, till 
orhers were. there ſetled, leſt: ſhould: antici 
them, and gather any Auditors, who would elſe go 
to others, eſpecially their old eje&ted Paſtors; but 
when others were {tled, ſhe was earneſt with'meto . 
go, forthe exerciſe of my Miniſtry. | , 1 51 # 


$. 11. Upon our remove to Lowdon,.out of ten- 
der regard to my; health, which ſhe thought the fitv- 
ation might contribute much untoy. ſhe+ choſe, and 
toak for us this moſt pleaſant and convenient houſe 
un; Southampton - Square, where ſhe -died. Theſe 

Were Our removes. . 
| CHAP. 
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CH AP. VII. 
Of her exceeding deſires to do good. 
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$..1, S at her converſion, and in her ſickneſs, 

ſhe abſolutely devoted her ſelf, and all 
that ſhe had to God; ſo {he earneſtly ſet her ſelf to 
perform it to the laſt. Art firſt ſhe gave but the tenth: 
of her incomes to the poor z but I quickly convin-- 
ced her, that God muſt not -be- ſtimed, but as all 
was his, ſo all muſt be uſed, for him by his ſtewards, 
and of all we muſt give account 3 only in- his ap- 
pointed order we muſt uſe it, which is, 1. For our. 
own natural neceſiutics.  2.. For - publick neceſlary. 
good. 3, For the neceſlatices of our children, and 
luch Relations. as are part: of: our cha 4- And : 
then for the gadly poor.. 5; Lad cheers the comes 
mon poors neceſiities. 6. And laſtly, For conveni= 
enciesz but nothing for unuſcful. things... 


$.:2-- Toname the partioular great inſtances of her. 
fringee charity, is neither ſuitable to my ends, nop 

er defires. 1 will inſtance but  ſome-ob-ber more 
publick cares. . 
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. $. 3 She was earneſtly deſirons-of the winning ' 

; of-ſouls,- and. of the utmoſt improvement of mine 

; and, other mens labours to that end. At AFon, I told ' 

p you how ſhe promoted it 3 and at Totteridge, ont of 
Church-time.,. (be gladly opened -her doors _ ar C 
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Neighbours, that would come in for inſtruction. 


$. 4. At London, when ſhe ſaw me too dull and 
backward to (ſeek any Employment till I was called, 
and that moſt places in the City had ſome Supplies; 
ſhe firſt fiſht out of me in what place T moſt deſired 
more Preaching. 1 told her in St. Martins Pariſh, 
where are (aid to be forty thouſand more thin-ean 
come into the Church, eſpecially among all the new 
Buildings at St. Femreſes, where Neighbours many live 
like Americans, and have heard no Sermon of many 


rs. - 

When ſhe had once heard this, without my know- 
ledg ſhe ſets one to feek after ſome capacrous Room 
there 3 and none was found, but divers Rooms over 
the Market-houfe laid together. She gets one to take 
them.” And they two agreed to importune me to 
preach each morning , and in the afternoon to- get 
by turns the ableſt Miniſters they could- procure itt 
London. And to that'end ſhe got a Miniſter an hun- 
dred miles off ©o come np to help me, promiſing him 


4cl.a year to go from day to day to ſapply'the places, 


of ſuch eminent Miniſters as ſhould be got. All this 
charge, belides paying a Clerk, arid 'a woman to look 
to the Seats, roſe high. Patt of it the'people pid; 
and the reſt ſhe paid her ſelf. F100 960TH 


$. 5. Hence God was pleaſed to remove us, but 
by the imterpoſition of a marvellous deliverance. 
The Roof of that Market-houfe- is 'a vaſt weight, 


= q= » wn to lye much\on one Beam: 
the middle of the Floor : 'the place being greatly 
erowced, the Beam gave ſo great racks Serra 
the 
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the people in a fear. But a ſecond crack (ct them all 
on running, and crying out at the windows for Lad- 
ders: I having ſeen the Jike before at Dunſtan: 
Fleaftreet while I was preaching ( which occaſioned 
the pulling down and new building of the Church) 
reproved them ſharply for their fears, and would 
have gone on to -preach z but ſee the ſtrange hand 
of God on her that ſet all the workon faot! After 
the firſt crack ſhe got down the ſtairs through the 
crowd, where others could-not get that were (trog- 
er. The firſt man ſhe met, ſhe askt him what. Pro- 
Efon he was of ? He ſaid a Carpenter. Saith ſhe, 
Can you ſuddenly put a prop. under the middle of 
this Beam? The man dwelt cloſe by, bad a meet 
prop ready, ſaddenly put it under, while all we a- 
bove knew nothing of it z but tbe mans knocki 
encreaſed the peoples fears and cry. . We were 
all to be gone; and the next morning took a skilfu] 
Workman to take up the boards, and ſearch the 
Beam; which we all ſaw had two ſuch rents, {0 
long and fo wide , and the ſound part left was {o 


flender, that we took it for a wonder that the houſe 
fell not ſuddenly. 


+6. But this fright encreaſed my Wives diſeaſed 
frightfalneſs ; ſo that ſhe never gpt off all the cficQs 
of it while ſhe lived, The fear, and the marvellous 


deliverance, made her promiſe to God two things : 


t. To keepthe Anniverſary memorial of it in pubs 
lick Thankſgiving (which ſhe did.) And 2. to build 
a ſafer place, where they might meet with les fear. 
And it too deeply toucht ber mind to think that ix 


was ſhe that took the place, and brought them all 
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" Neighbours, that would come in for inſtruCtion. 


$. 4. At London, when ſhe ſaw me too dull and 
backward to ſeek any Employment till I was called, 
and that moſt places in the City had ſome Supplies; 
ſhe firſt fiſht out of me in what place T moſt deſired 
more Preaching. 1 told her in St. Martins Pariſh, 
where are ſaid to be forty thouſand more than-ean 
come into the Church, eſpecially among all the new 
Buildings at St. Jemeſes, where Neighbours many live 
like Americans, and have heard no Sermon of many 
an, | Wk; 
When ſhe kad once heard this, without my know- 
ledg ſhe ſets one to ſeek after ſome capactous Room 
there 3 and none was found, but divers Rooms over 
the Market-houfe laid together. She gets one to take 
them. And they two agreed to importune me to 
eattneach morning , and in the afternoon to gel 
turns the ableſt Miniſters they could- procure in 
London. And to that'end ſhe got a Miniſter an hun- 
dred miles off «o come np to help me, promiſing him 
4cl.a year to-go from day to day to ſapply'the places 
of ſuch eminent Miniſters as ſhould be got. All this 
charge, beſides paying a Clerk, and 'a woman to look 
to the Sears, roſe high. Part of it the'people 'paid; 
and the reſt ſhe paid her ſelf, Mk 


9. 5. Hence God was pleaſed to remove us, but 
by the interpoſition of a marvellous deliverance. 
The Roof of that Market-houfe- is a Vaſt: weight, 
CEOS —_— to 1lye mnch'on one Beam -- 
the middle of the Floor : 'the place being y 
erowded, the Beam gave fo Ceca ere 
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the people in a fear. But. a ſecond crack ſct them all 
on running, and crying out at the windows for Lad: 
ders: I having ſeen the Jike before at Dunſtan: 
Fletftreet while I was preaching ( which occaſioned 
the pulling down and new building of the Church) 
reproved them ſharply for their fears, and would 
have gone on to -preach z, but ſee the ſtrange hand 
of God on her that ſet all the workon foot! After 
the firſt crack ſhe got down the ſtairs through the 
crowd, where others could not get that were (trog- 
er. The firſt man ſhe met, ſhe askt him what, Pro- 
Elon he was of ? He ſaid a Carpenter. Saith ſhe, 
Can you ſuddenly put a prop. under the middle of 
this Beam? The man dwelt cloſe by, bad a meet 
prop ready, ſaddenly put it under, while all we a- 
bove knew nothing of it z but tbe mans knocking 
encreaſed the peoples fears and cry, We were 
all to be gone; and the next morning took a skilfu} 
Workman to take up the boards, and ſearch the 
Beam 3 which we all ſaw had two ſuch rents, {0 
long and fo wide , and the ſound part left was {o 
ſlender, that we took it for a wonder that the houſe 
fell not ſuddevly. 


es. But this fright encreaſed my Wives dilcalcd 
frigh:fulneſs ; ſo that ſhe never gpt off all the eficas 
of it while ſhe lived, The fear, and the marvellous 
deliverance, made her promiſe to God two things : 
1. To keepthe Anniverſary memorial of it in pub- 
lick Thankſgiving (which ſhe did.) And 2. to build 
a ſafer place, where they might mcet with lefs fear. 
And it too deeply each ber mind to think that it 
was ſhe that took the place, and brought = all 


,, 
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thither. And if 800. perſons had been there bugi, 
ed in the ruins, 'as the Papiſts were at "Black fryer, 
O what a dreadful thing it would have been. in the 
heavy loſs, the many dolorous Families, and the pub. 
lick ſcandal ! Theſe were too great thoughts to fall 
on aweak and too paſſionate nature. 


6: 7.. According to her promiſe ſhe paid for that 
place, and preſently” ſet to' ſeek arid 'build another, 
And there was there no fit grounds near it to be 
had, but two; of which one was in Oxenden-ſtreet, 
which ſhe could not have without piving. 30L a 
rear ground-rent, and to be at all ho | > Lu of 
Gaildingon it, and this but for a Leaſe not. very 
long. But ſhe #wwft do it by promiſe and defire. She 
gets a Friend to make the bargain,takes the und, 
and begs money to build on it a Chappel ( which 
tempted us by the il! advice of a Friend, to take alfo 
the front-ground to the ſtreet, and build two. little 
houſes on it, to our great loſs, all her own money, 
and manytimes more , "being laid out ypon them, 
much againſt her inclination ). 


6. 8. When that Chappel was finiſhed, I began 
and preacht there but one day, being to go on the 
morrow into the Counttey. It unhappily fell out, 
that Secretary Henry Coventry's houſe was on the 
back-(ide of it, who reſolved that it ſhould not be 
uſed by us. The next Lords day, when I was far 
off, and left my Wife at home, ſhe got one Mr.- Sed- 
don, a' Derbyfhire-(tranger then come to Town, to 
preach there ( an humble pious man, that had-ſuf- 
fered impriſonment formeily by Cromwel/'s Ty 
or 


%. 
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for being for the King's Reſtoration, at the ribog of 
Sir George 'Booth') 2 Secretary Coventry gr, [ 
would be there, had got three Juſtices-with a War- 
rant as for me,'to have apprehended-me, and ſent me 
to Gaol. But it fell on Mr. Seddox. But becauſe the 
Warrant made for me; was ſo altered as to the name 
that it ſuited hot h1s'caſe, after ſome time of Impri- 
ſonment he had his:Hebeos Corpus, and by the Prot 
of worthy Judg Hale and other Judges, was deliver- 
ed. Burt he was a tender man, and my Wife (enlible 
that (he was the occaſion (which did her nogood), 
and all the burden. lay on her to maintain him,to vi- 
fit and comfort him , to pay the Lawyers, and dif- 
charge all fees 3 which as [ remember coſt her 20 L 
And yet we. were calumniated as if I ( that was 
_ miles off ) had put another to ſuffer in my 
cad. 


$- 9. When ſhe ſaw that we could not beſuffered 
to yuh in the place which upon her promiſe ſhe 
had built ; ſhe was very glad that Dr. Lloyd andthe 
Pariſhioners accepted of 1t for their publick Wor- 
ſhips asking them no more Rent than we were to 
pay for the ground, and the Room over for a Ve- 
[try at 5 /. and askipg no advantage for all the mo- 
ney laid out on the building : yer fince the purchaſe 
of the fee-ſimple of the Chappel-ground hath coſt 
me 2001. mare (and the adjoining ground, 200 /. 
more, to my great loſs ), | 


2» ro. So much was her beart ſet on th Rs 

, untaughc | about. ameſes, hat 
lhe j- up a School how.cp teach ſome poor on 
x . arent 
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dren to read, and the Catechiſm freely 5 and thereby 
alfd relieved a'povt horieſt man that ta 
who hath a and many children, and nd other , 
maitiferiance '6f his own. { Mr:\Brxce;} - And ſhe 
would fain have fet up more, had (he had money: 
For this ſhe beg'd a while of her good friends 4 but 
they quickly gave over, ' and ſhe paid him moſtly of 
Her own, fix pound a year, till 'hes death. I mention 
this, to move ſome charitable people tocontinue it; 
arid to tell them, that m the many great out-pariſhes 
of London there are thultitudes of the children of 
the poor, that fend their time inidlenefs, and play, 
and are never tatght toread z and that there arems- 
'hy good women very poor, that would be'glad of a 
ſmall ſtipned ro teach fach to read, and the Care- 
ehiſim ; and ſo both iniight have relief and help: and 
I think Charity can ſcarce be better uſed, as hopelt 
Mr. Govge hath in Wales found by experience. And 
; j Wduld ſich places in 'Lo#dew whicre the tenth or 
"the fourth perfon in 'the Pariſh -cannot -come-to 
"Chilteh, ard 'marly thotſands have diſuſtd 'thes- 
ſelves 'ftom Gods publick Worſhip , and breed up 
their 'children accordingly, were pitied as well 3s 


Wales. 


"EX, 11. When ſhe ſaw that I could not uſe the 
Chappel Which ſhe built, ſhe [preſently - hired; ano- 
ther near ready buik, for gain ) in Swallow-ſtres, 


that the poor people where { had begun (through 
Gods mercy with conſiderable fucceſs) might {till 


"tarpht : ant When T'had | thete'a' white continued, 


ſtancking-at-t>e 


kept oltt (by the Officety 


20d Was 
{bor Wiit's Juftices Warrantimeny Months! togr- 
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endure me 3 and a fajtbful pain th —_—_ 
was choſen, who hath there done mych g&9 


Jl dqth. 


6. 12, When I was: thence driyen, j it was ver choice 
that I ſhould go quite to Seytbwerk, each Lo! 
day, to Preach to a Congregation of poor people 
there. 


$.13-- When Dr. US MA Lary mi Geder 
”y wad, it ls LOWE ts 
$=:4 mat the ppp br of 
vt, $0 Nc, ee would come thither, as ; bak 


$.14. She got from ST money a 


to build another very * for 
among 2 numergus 
a is done. And poor roars wh tp or three ma 


More, 


$. 15. $he was very impatient of publick ColleQ- 
ons Fu the Mjniſte ACTS he bens of the place, 


becauſe ,it ſaunded ill, and pee nr oo 


.covetous, and roobled the th 
Joao Fo te amo 
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. $.16.She waso far from croſſing me in my —_ 
freely without Salary,or gathering a Churchet | 
maintain me, or making ColleCtions, or getting Sub- 
ſcriptions, that ſhe would not have endured anyfuch 
thing if I had delired it ; though ſhe knew thatthe 
labourer was worthy of his hire, and that God had 
ordained, that they that Preach the Gaſpel ſhould 
live of the Goſpel : yet ſhe knew that all moſt'be 
done to the furtherance of the Goſpel, and _— 
ing; and was of Pax/'s mind, that woutfd rather 
than any ſhould make his glorying void, and deprive 
him of that reward. . Therefore it was ſo far from 
offending ber (as it would be with many Miniſters 
Wives that were in want, and might have ſuchmain- 
tenance as is their due), that [ neither conformed, 
nor took any place of gain, that it was as'murch by 
her will as my own, that for the firſt nineor ten year 
of my'czeRed ſtate T took not ſo'much as any private 
ift to ſupply my wants, excepr Ten Pounds a yeat 
om Serjeant Fountaine, which his importunity, and 


_ joy civility would not permit me to refuſe. 


$. 17. AndI take it yet for a greater part of her - 
ſelf-denial and charity, that when her ownEftatepro- 
ved much too ſbort ro maintain her in the excrciſt 
of fuch good works' as ſhe wis devoted to, ſhe at 
Tength refuſed not to accept with thanks the Tiber® 
lity of ' others, and tolive partly on Charity, thar'fhe 
might exerciſe Charity 'to them that could not ſo ex 
wh er it from'ortiersas'we could do: And accord 
ingly ef htrer years divers fiichfut piotts friends (00 
way related to us, or obliged by us )' have been 0 
free, kind and liberal, that I bave much ado to _ 
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bear here naming them, 1a expreſſion of their bounty, 
and my thanks. AndI muſt fay of her, that oace her 
pride would not have ſtooped to be fo. much b-hal- 
den, as to live on the Charity of ſtrangers. 


$. 18, When Warrants were out (from. Sir Thx 
ma Davis) to diſtrain of my goods for fines for, 
my Preaching, ſhe did, without any repining, en 
courage me to undergo the loſs, and did her (cIf 
take the trouble. of removing, and hiding, my. Lis 
brary a while. (many ſcore being ſoloſt ), and after, 
to give it away, bard, fide, ſome to New England, 
and the moſt at home to avoid diſtranipg on them, 
And the Yanger of Impriſonment, anc. payiog 40 l, 
for every Sermon, was ſo far from enclining her, to. 
hinder or-diſcourage me from.any one Sermpn, that 
if (he did but think I had the leaſt fear, or ſelf-ſay 


ving by fleſhly wiſdom, in ſbripking from my under-. 


taken Office work, it was ſogreat a trouble to her, 


that ſhe could not hide it (who cquld too much hide. 


many others}. 


F. 19. She was exceeding impatient with any 
Nonconforming Miniſters that ſhrunk for fear of ſut- 
fering, or that were over-querulous and ſenſible of 
their wants. or dangers; and would have no map be 
a Miniſter that had not ſo much ſelf-denial as to lay 
down all at the feet. of Chriſt, and count. no coſt or 
ſuffering too dear to ſerve him. She greatly hated 
chooſing, or uting, the ſacred Miniſtry for wealth, 


eaſe, or honour, or any worldly end, ſerving, the. 


fleſh under. the name of ſerving, riſt, a0 OE: 
to be reverenced and honoured 1g this taking of Gods, 
men vain. SB. 
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$. 20. Accordingly after ſome years, wherein g 
lager courſe had been taken, ſhe was againſt my ger- 
ſwading Parents to deyote their children to the My 
niſtry, that had but good Wits and Parts, and were 
not prophane 3 though my ſucceſs with ſomedid mych 
encourage me to it heretofore : But her ſcn(e of the 
ſin and miſchief of bad Miniſters, made her per{wade 
all, that mthat caſe ſhe had to do with, to take heed 
of devoting their Sons tothe Miniſtry, till they had 
good reaſon to judg them truly godly 3. and as:the 
would not have pious perfousto Marry ſuch as weee 
not pious, on pretence of hopes. that God. wauld 
convert them ; ſo much leſs would ſhe bave ſuck 
hopes thathave no-premiſe fromGod, pretended for 
devoting unfanttified lads to the Sacred Office : (he 
ſaw how many, even of good mens children, pre 
phaned the Miniſty, and turned £0 any.counſe that 
did butſervetheir worldly imereſ(t ; that:ſhe wis we 
hemently againſt addifting any -to that Office, that 
had not beſides good Wits and Parts, fo great alove 
to God and Souls, as tocome to it with abſoluteſelt 
denial, reſolved to ſerve Chriſt at the dearelt rates, 
and take his acceptance, and-the -winning, of Soul 
for their Benefice, | 

.She was.not willing toenticeany-into the way of 
the Miniſtry, as a common Trade to live by-in the 
world ; and would haveihad «wo or-three, Reading, 
'Writifig,andCarechifing-Schools ſet upinſtcad of oe 
'Cramma:+Sebool: And ſhe would aot:ibave Pare! 
make Scholars of ' bad children, nor ſend (them 40 

the UYaiverſitice, leſt when they: bad alittle wordy 
Learning they ſhould make themſelves: gym 
= -d whether 
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whether their Parents would or not; and ſoa ſwarm 
of ſach as had been a few years at the Univerſity, 
ſhould think a Benefhce their dne, and take the 
charge of the fouls of many, 'that never knew the 
worth of one, nor how it muſt be qualified and 
guided. 


$. 21. Her expeCtations of Hberality to the poor - 
from others 'were too high, and her difpleaſure too 
great towards them that denied herz whereapon 
when ſhe ſawa worthy perfon'midebt, or Priſon, or 
yet wait, ſhe would promiſe to gather them ſach-a 
n,and ſometimes ſhe'was put to pay moſt of 'ither 
ſelf: Bat /a Fortnight or Month before ſhe died, the 
fomiſed to get 20.1, towards the relief of.one of 
name and worth, and could ger bur's. and 
ſomewhat over of it, and paid.all thereſt her (Ut. 


'$. 22. 'Her jud t was, that we ought ty give 
fore or leſs who. yarn that askerh, if we have its - 
and that Neyghbrarbood, and notice, -and acking, next 
tohwrown indigence, and great worth, are the marks by 
which to know to whom'God would have usgive. [ 
thought, 'that beſides" thefe,' we muſt exerciſe pru- 
detice m diſcerning the degrees of need and worth. 
But ſhe oraftifedasthe thought, and ſpecially'to them 
1n Priſon for debt; and blamed me if I denied any 
One. ; 


$. '23. Alas ! T know many poor Widows, ando- » 
others, that think they have now loſt a Mother, and 
are left deſolate, whom I could wiſh ſome that are 
able would help, inſtcad of the help which they have | 
loſt, . $. 24+. 
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$. 24- She was much more liberal to many of ay 
own poor kindred than I was: But her way was-not 
to maintain them in idleneſs, but to take children, 
and ſet them to ſome Trade, or help them out of ſome 
ſpecial ſtraits, 


$6. 25. Toherown kindred ſhe bare a moſt tender 
love: but her care was moſtto getthem tobe 
and ſave their ſouls, and next to ſettle them wellia - 
the world. I had ever been greatly averſe to motion 
Marriages, be {be even compelled me (firſt ſatify- - 
ing my reaſon) to be a motioner of a Wife to her 
only Brothers Son, who, it's ſaid, was worthtohim 
above 20000. /. And her Siſters children ſhe layed 
asif they had been her own, eſpecially three Daugh- 
ters. F 


_ $. 26. There are ſome things' charged on her a 
faults, - which I ſhall mention. 1. That the bufied her 
head ſo much about Churches, and works of Chat 
ty, and was not content to live privately and quietly. 
But this is but juſt what prophane unbelievers ſay a 
gainſt all zeal, and ſerious godlineſs : what needs there 
all this ado? Doth not Paul call ſome women his 
helps in the Goſpel? He that knows what it is todo 
good, and. makes it, the buſineſs: of his life in the 
world, and knows what it is to give account of our 
ſtewardſhip, and to be doomed as the unprofitable 


flothful ſervant, will know how to anſwer this ac- 
cuſation. 


| $.28. 
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4. 28. Another accuſation is, that ſhe was 
waſteful and imprudent in leaving me ſo much in 
debt. ; 

To that I anſwer, 1. Let any one thatreads what 
went before, conſider what ſhe did, and he will not 
wonder at-her debts: It was not to pamper her own 
body ; ſhe uſed mean clothing, and a far meaner diet 
for her own perſon, I think much lefs than Cornario's 
and Leſſius's proportion. 

2. And ſhe went intono debt but (by mortgage, 
” otherwiſe) ſhe gave the Creditors. good ſecurity 

or. 

3. But I confeſs (he and [differed in this; I thought 
I was to give but all my Income, and not to borrow 
to give, unleſs in ſome publick, or extraordinary 
caſe: (he thought otherwiſe; that while ſhe could 
give ſecurity, ſhe ought to borrow to relieve the 
poor, <ſpecially the moſt worthy. Nor did ſhedraw 
upon us any FAVY but what there was not only ſuft- 
ficient ſecurity for, but alſo a fair proſpe& of our 
(clves having a competency left, had it pleaſed God 
tolengthen her life : and I am far-from fearing want 
my (elf, 

But ſomuch for opening the courſe of her [tudies, 
labours, expences, and indeed her delights. 


K CHAP 


The LIFE of 


CH AP. VIII 
Of her Mental Qualifications, and her Infirmities. 


$. 1. } Doubt not but ſome of theſe accuſers will 

ſay, Why open you allthis Were not youthe 
Maſter ? and do not you hereby praiſe your ſelf ;, or 
elſe confeſs that ſhe was your govermeſs. 

Anſ. 1. Perhaps love and grief may make me 
more than many will think fit. But th 
ome paſſion blind the judgment, ſome doth but ſuf 
citate it toduty ; and God made it tothat end: and 
—_ not be judged by any that never. felt the 

like. 

2. Did not Chriſt ſay of Marys Box of Oint- 
ment, that it ſhould be remembred whereyer that 
Gofpel was Preached ? And was it not Jadas that 
ſaid, what weed this waſt ? And were not the poors 
clothing, made by Dorcas, ſhewed to move Peter ? 
The poor we have always with us. Do the coverous 
telieve, that what we do to his people, we do to _ 
Chrilt ? 

3- It was not mine which ſhe gave, but her own, 
that I am now mentioning, and what ſhe procured. 

4. But I am not aſbamed to have been much ru- 
led by her prudent love in many things. And you 


will the leſs wonder when I have told you what (be 
and I were. 


6.2. For my ſelf, my conſtant pains, and weak- 
neſs, and Miniſterial labours, forbad me the care of 
outward thipgs. I had never much known worldly 
Cares : 


Mrs. Margaret Biiter. 


' cares: Before I was Married I had no need; after- 
wards (he took the care on her : anddiſuſe had made 
it intolerable to me. I feel now more of it than e- 
ver I did, when yet I have ſo little a way togo. 


$. 2. And as for her (I ſpeak the truth), her ap- 
prehenſion of ſuch things was ſo much quicker, and 
more diſcerning than mine 3 that though I was natu» 
rally ſomewhat tenacious of my own conceptions, 
her reaſons, and my experience uſually told me, ! 
that ſhe was in the right, and knew more than 
[{. She would at the firſt hearing underſtand the 
matter better than I could do by many and long 
thoughts. 


$. 4 And the excellency of her reaſon lay not fo 
much in the ſpeculative, as the prudential praificel 
pert : I muſt ſay, that in this I never knew her & 
qual: In very hard caſes, about what was to be 
done, ſhe would ſuddenly open all the way that was 
to be opened, in things of the Family, Eſtate, or a- 
ny civil buſineſs. And to confeſs the truth, experi- 
ence acquainted her, that I knew leſs in ſuch things 
than ſhe 3 and therefore was willing ſhe ſhould take 
it all upon her. 


$.5, Yea, I will fay that, which they that believe 
me to be no liar, will wonder at 3 Except in caſes 
that require Learning, and skill in Theological diffi- 
culties, ſhe was better at reſolving a caſe conſcience 
than oft Divines that ever 1 knew in all my life. 1 
often pt caſes to her, which ſhe ſuddenly ſo reſol- 
ved,as to convince me of ſome degree of 4 ” 
K 2 | 
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my own reſolution. Inſumuch that of late gears, L 
confe(s, that I was uſed to put all, ſave ſecret cales, 
to her, and hear what ſhe could ſay. Abundance of 
difficulties were brought me, ſome about Reſtituti, 
on, ſome about Injuries, ſome about Reterences, 
ſome' about Vows, ſome about Marriage promikcs, 
and many ſuch like. and ſhe would lay all the cit 
cumſtances preſently together, compare them, , and 
give mea mare exactreſolutioa than I could do. 


$. 6: As to Religion, we were ſo perfetily of one 
mind, that I know not that (he differed from me 18 
any one point, or ſcarce a. circumſtance, except 18 
the prudential management of what we were agreed 
1: She was for univerſal love of all true Chriſtians 
and againſbappropriating the Churchto a Party, and 
againſt cenſoriouſnels and partiality 1n Religion; 
fhe was for acknowledging all that is of God in 
Conformilts. and Nonconformiſts : But ſhe had 
much more reverence for the elder Conformilts than 
for-moſt of the young ones, who ventured upon 
things-which Diſſenters had ſo much to lay againſt, 
without weighing, or underſtanding the reaſons on 
both lides, meerly following others for worldly ends, 
without a tender fear of fioning ; eſpecially if any 
young men of her own friends were inclined meerly 
to ſwim: with the (tream, without due tryal of the 
>" greatly diſpleaſed her, and ſhe thought hardly 

ta-m.. | 


$. 7- She had in-her Youth beentempted to doubt 
of the Life to come, and of the Truth of the Scri- 
Pure : | But ſhe was {6 fully reſolved and fetled 
herein, 
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herein, that her confident Aſſurance of it was the 
life of all her Life and Practice. 


6, 8. After all the donbts of her Sincerity and 
Salvation , and all the Fears and Sadneſs'thereupon, 
which calt her into Melancholy, ſhe ſo far overcame 
them all, that for near theſe Nineteen years that” [ 
have lived with her, I think Inever heard her thrice 
ſpeak a doubting word of her Salvation, but oft of 
her hopeful perſwaſtons, that ' we ſhould live toge- 
ther in Heaven :” It being my judgment and con- 
ſtant praftice, to make thoſe that I teach, under- 
ſtand, that the Goſpel is glad Tidings of great Joys 
and that Holinels lies eloecially in delighting m 
Gad,.-his Word and Works, and in his joyful praiſe, 
and hopes of Glory , and Jonging for, and ſeeking 
the Heavenly Jer»ſalem ;- and living as fruitfully to 
the Church and others, aswe can do'1n the world : 
And that this muſt be wrought by the moſt belie- 
ving apprehenſions of God's Goodneſs, as equal to 
his Greatneſs, and of his great Love to Mankind 
manifeſted in our Redemption, and -by believing 
the Grace and Riches of Chriſt,and the Comforting+ 


Office of the-Holy Ghoſt, and ſtudying daily God's 


Promiſes and Mercies, and our evcrlaſting Joys. 
And that Religion conſiſts in doing God's comman- 
ding Will, and quietly and joyfully truſting and 
reſting in his promiſing and difpoſing Will. And : 
that Fear and Sorrow are but to remove Impedis 
ments, and further all this. 

And this Doctrine by degrees ſhe drunk in,and ſo 
tully conſented to,that Chon Timerouſne's was her 
DiſcaſeJher judgment was quietedand ſetled pe 

9: | 
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$. 9. The nature of true Religion, Holineſs, O- 
bedience,and all Duty to God and man, was printed 
in her conceptions, in ſo diſtin& and clear a Cha- 
racer, as made her endeavours and expeCtations hill 
look at greater exaftneſs, than I and fuch as T could 
reach, She was very deſirous that we ſhould all 
have lived in a conſtancy of Devotion, and a blame- 
leſs Innocency : And m this 'reſpeCt ſhe was the 
meeteſt helper that I could have had in the world 
(that ever 1 was acquainted with) : For I was 
to be over-carelcſs in my Speech, and too backwerd 
to my Duty z And ſhe was ſtill endeavouring to 
bring me to greater warineſs and ſtriftneſs m both: 
If 1 fpake raſbly or ſharply , it offended her : if1 
carried it (as I was apt) with too much negk@&& | 
Ceremony,or humble Complement to any, ſhe would 
modeſtly te} me of it : If my very Looks ſeemed not 
pleaſant, ſhe would have had me amend them (which 
my weak pained ſtate of Body undiſpoſed me to = 
IfI forgat any Week to Catechiſe my Servants, 
familiarly inſtru them perſonally (bcfides my ord 
nary Family-Duties) ſhe was troubled at my remif- 
neſs. And whereas of late years my decay of Spirtts, 
and diſeaſed heavinefs and pain,made me much more 
ſc|dom and cold in profitable Conference and Dif 
courle tn my houſe, than | had been when I was 
younger, and had more Eaſe, and Spirits, and natu- 
ral Vigour, ſhe much blamed me, and was troubled 
at it, as a wrong to her ſelf and others: Though 
yet her judgment agreed with mine, that too much 
and often Table-talk of the beſt things, doth but 


tend to dull the common hearers, and harden y- 
under 
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under it as a cyſtomary thing : And that too much ; 
oood talk may bring it into contempt , or make it 

effectual. 


And of late years, my conſtant weakneſs and pain 
made. me unable to ſpeak much in my ordinary 
courſe of Duty 3 and my Writings, Preachings and 
'other publick Duty (which I ever thought I was 
bound to prefer before leffer) did ſo wholly take up 
thoſe few hours of the day, which 1 had out of my 
Bed, that F was ſeldomer in fecret Prayer with my 
Wife than ſhe deſired. 
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$. 10. Indeed it troubleth me to think how oft 1. 
told her, That I never underſtood Solomon's words, 
Ecclef. 7. 16. but by the Expofition of her caſe, {Be 
not _ overmuch, neither make thy ſelf overwifſe : 
Why fbouldſt thor deſtroy thy ſelf ? ] I doubt not but 
Solomon (pake of Hunrane Civil Righteouſneſs and 
Wiſdom, as a means refpeting Temporal Proſperity 
or — rather than Spiritual, holy Righteouſ- 
nels, reſpe&ing God's everlaſting Reward : Or if it 
were extended to Religious Righteouſneſs , it can 
be but againſt Superſtition, fufly called Righte- 
onſneſe. 

But as to our preſent caſe, I muſt thus reſolve the 
Queſtion, Whether one can be religiouſly wiſe and righ- 
teows overmuch? And I Anſwer, That we mult di- 
ſtinguiſh between, 1. Materialand Formal Righteouſ- 
neſe. 2. Between Objetive and Subjetive meaſures of 
it. 3. Of the good and bad conſequents and effets. And 
1. no man can þe formally and properly too wiſe or 
toe righteous. Elſe it would charge God with Ex- 

rour ©: 
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rour: For formal proper Righteouſneſs is nothi 
but our Conformity to God's governing Will. Ag 
if our Obedience were too much, and to be bl 
God's commands were to be blamed, that required 
it. But very (trictaQions are gages 5c Righ- 
teouſneſs , as a written Prayer or words are called a 
Prayer , though properly wanting the Form, it x: 
not ſo. And not only a.good Obje, but a right 
End, Principle, and Mode, and Circumſtances, go 
to make an Attion righteous. 2. That Ation which 
compared with the Obje& cannot paſhbly be overs 
wiſe and righteous , yet as compared with the Agent, 
or Subject, may be too much : No man can know, 
believe, or love God too much, nor anſwerableto 
his Perfeftions. But one may poſſibly be tranſpor- 
ted with ſo earneſt adeſire of God;Chriſt, Chriſtian 
Society, Holineſs and Heaven, as may be.more than 
Head and Health can bear : And ſo it may be tos 
much for the ſubje&t. 3. Therefore the probable 
cfefts muſt be weighed. He that ſhould meditate, 
read, yea love God ſo intenſly as to diſtratt him, 
would do it overmuch. He that would do a good 
work preciſely, when the <xa&neſs would hinder 
the ſubſtance of another, perhaps a better, w 
be righteous overmuch. And [ thovght this the cale 
ſometime. of my dear Wife 3 1. She ſet her Head 
and Heqrt fo intcn/ly upon doing good, that her 
Head and Body would hardly bear it. As, holy ſet 
Meditation is no Duty to a Melarcholy perſon that 
cannot do it without confuſion and danger of diſtre 
chon 3; (o many otter Dutics are no Duties, when 
they. will do more harm than good, , 2 And a man 
1s limited in . his Capacity and his Time; No man 
| cal 
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can do all the good he would 3 and to omit a 

ter for the better doing of a leſſer, or to omit 
the ſubſtance of the one for exaGter doing of ano- 
ther, I thought was to be unrighteous by being 
righteous overmuch, She (and ſome others): thought 
had done better to have written fewer Books, and 
to have done thoſe few better. I thought, while 
| wrote none needleſly, the modall imperfeRion of 
two was leſs evil than the total et 26 of one : 
She thought I ſhould have ſpent more time in Relt- 
pious exerciſe with her, my Family, and my Neighe 
bours, though I had written leſs. I thought there 
were many to do ſuch work, that would not do mines 
and that I choſe thegreateſt, which I durſt not omit, 
and could not do both in the meaſure that I deſired 
elſe to have done. 


$.11, As ſhe faith (before cited) her ſelf, that 
if ſhe was but in a condition, in which Gods "gy 
war ccftly to her, it would make her know whether ſhe 
were face or #0t ; ſo (he had her wiſh, and proved 
ter lincerity by her coſtlieſt obedience : It coſt her 
not only her labour and Eſtate, but ſomewhat of 
her trouble of body and mind; For her knife was 
too keen, and cut the ſheath. Her defires were 
more earneſtly ſet cn doing good, than her tender 
mind and head could well bear 3 for indeed her great 
ofirmity was the four Paſſions -of Love, Deſire, 
fear,and Trouble of Mind. Anger ſheeither had very 
little, next none, or little made it known.'She _ 
ever ſpake in an angry manner : She could not we 
bear to hear one ſpeak loud, or haſtily, or cagerly, 
or angrily, even to thoſe that deſerved it : My 
L tem- 


— IEimg { 
temper in this ſhe blamed, as too quick and earneſt; | 

When her ſervants did any fault unwillingly, ſhe | 

ſcarce ever told them of itz when one loſt Te | 

| 

| 


Pounds worth of Linnen in carriage carelctlv, and 

another Ten Pounds worth of Plate by negligence, 

ſh: ſhewed no anger at any fuch thing. If ſervants 

had done amiſs, and we could not prove it, or knew 

not which did it, ſhe would never ask them her {df 

nor ſuffer others, Icſt it ſhould ecmpt them to hide it | 

by alye ( unlefs it were a {crvant that feared God, 

and wou! not lye }). 
[ took her deep and long ſenſe of the faults of 

over-loved and obliged perſons, to be one of her 

greateſt faults. But no one was ever readier to for- 

give a fault conftefſ-d, or which weaknets and reli 

gious differences cauſed. I will give but one inſtance: 

The good woman whom (he utcd to hire the Rooms 

over St, Jameſes Market-houſe, was greatly agaialt 

the Common-prayer, and f11{ſt made my Wie feel 

whether I meant touſe 11, before ſhe would takeit, 

I told her I intended not to nic it, but would not pro- 

miſc her. Upon that my Wife reid her that I would 

not. After this I cauſed the Reader to read the 

Pſalms, Chapters, Creed. Dccalogue, and I uſed the 

Lord: Prayer;and jf openly cold themgthat we met not 

as a Separated diltinct Church, but for the time to 

ſupply the notorious necefiries of the people, and 

as helpers of the allowed Miniſtry. The good wo- 

man thought this had becn rea:}:1,, the Common- 

Prayer, and in a Letter which i row find, accuſed 

my Wife with five or lix veh«-<nt charges, for tell 

ing her | would nor read +*., Cm mon-Prayer. My 

Wife was of my mind tor i!;. rarer 4 but my 
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oflended with me for ſeeming to do it for the avoi- 
ding of danger 3 and was'fo far from not pardon- 
ing theſe faile (mart accuſations, that ſhe never once 
blamed the good woman, but Joved her, tendered 
her, and relieved her tn ſickneſs to the death, but 
hardly forgave we 3 and yet drew me from all other 
places, if the Miniſters were not of my mind ( by 
pril lent diver: y ). 

Much lefs did her ſufferings from the times diſtem- 
per her. She hath blamed me for naming 1n print 
my Lofles, Impriſonment, and other ſafferings by the 
Bibops, as beg over ſelfiſh queralouſneſs, when TI 
ſhould rather with wonder be thankful for the great 
mercy we yet enjoyed. Though I think I never 
meztioned them as over-ſenfible of the ſufferings, 
bur as a neceflary evincing of the nature of the 
cauſe, and as part of the neceflary hiſtory or matter 
of tact in orderto decide it. She as much difliked the 
fleuwing of the Miniſters, as any; but ſhe did not 
love: tc hear it much comolained of, ſave as the pub- 
nx toſs; nor to hear Conformiſts tallit agarnlt as a 
Party « nor the alts of the conſcientio's ſort of 
them aporavated ia 11ding fat:ious manner. 

But 1. the was prone to over-love her Relations, 
and thoſe govd people ( poor as much as rich ) 
whom (he thougnt moſt upright. The love was 
good, but the degree was too pathonate. 

2. She cocr-erreſtly deſired their ſpiritual wel- 
face. It thele whom {ke over-loved, had not b-en ay 
good, and done as well as {he would have them , 1n 
innocent behaviour, in piety, and (if rich) 1 libe- 
rality, it over-troubled her, and ſhe could not bear 
it, 


S- < 3. She 


OE 


Me 


76 


Th LIFE ff = 


a _——_— 


3. She was apt when ſhe ſet her mind and heart 
upon ſome good work which ſhe counted great,or 
the welfare of ſome dear Friend, to be too much 
pleaſed in her expeCations and ſe}f-made promiſes of 
the ſucceſs z and then almoſt overturned with trou- 
ble when they diſappointed her. And ſhe too impa- 
tiently bore unkindncflcs from the friends that were 
moſt dear to her, or whom ſhe had much obliged, 
Her will was ſet upon good, but her weakneſs could 
not bear the croſling or fruſtration of it. 

$. 12. But the great infirmity which tyrannized 
over her, was a diſeaſed fearfulneſs, againſt which ſhe 
had little more free will or power, than a man inan 
Ague or Froſt, againſt ſhaking cold, Her naturews 
prone to it; and I ſaid before, abundance of fad 
accidents made that, and trouble of mind, her 
Beſides (as ſhe ſaid) four times in danger of deat 
2. And the ſtorming of her Mothers houſe by Sol- 
diers, firing part, killing, plundering, and rhreatning 
the reſt. 3. The awakenings of her converſion. 
4. The ſentence of death by ſickneſs preſently, be 
fore her peace was ſeiled. 5. The fire next her 
Lodgings in Sweetings-Alley. 6. The burning of a 
Merchant, his Wife and Family, in Lothbury, overa: 
gainſt her Brother Upton's door. 7. The common 
terror and confuſion at Dunſtans Church in - Fleet 
ſtreet, when they thought the Church was falling on 
their heads while 1 was preaching, and- the people 
caſt.themſelves down from the Galleries. 8. Het 
Mothers death. 9. The friendleſs ſtate ſhe thought 
ſhe was then left in. 10. The great Plague. 11.The 
Burning of Loxdor.. 12. The crack and danger of 
her Chamber in Alderſgate ſtreet. 13. The ae 
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and confuſion at St. Fameſer Market-houſe. 14.The 
many Firesand talk of firing fince. 15. The com- 
mon rumours of Murderings and Maſſacres. 16.The 
death and dangers of many of her friends, and my: 
own iJIneſs. More than all theſe concurred to make 
fear and aptmeſs to be troubled, to be her diſeaſe: ſo 
that ſhe much dreamed of fire and murderers 3 and 
her own dreams workt half as dangerouſly on her 
as realitiesz ſo that ſhe could not bear the clapping 
of a door, or any thing that had ſuddenneſs, noiſe; 
or fierceneſs in it. But all this was more the malady 
of her body than of her ſoul; - and I accounted had 
little moral guilt : and I took it for an evidence of 
the power of grace, that ſo timerous a perſon 1. had 
overcome moſt of her fears of Hell and Gods deſer- 
tion. 2. And was more fearleſs of perſecution, im- 
priſonment, or loſſes and poverty thereby, than I or 
any that I remember to have known, 
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$. 13. And though her ſpirits were fo quick, and 
ſhe ſo apt to be:troubled at mens fin whom ſhe much 
loved, the greatly differed from me in her bearing 
with them, and carriage towards them, My temper 
and judgment much led me to uſe my dependents, 
, ſervants and friends,according tothe rulesof Church- 
diſcipline 5 and if they heard not loving, private ad- 
| monitions onee, twice, and thrice, to ſpeak tothem 
7 more ſharply, and then. before others ,- and to turn 
them off 1f yet they would not amend. But her way 
was to oblige them by all the love, kindneſs and 
bounty that ſhe was able, and to bear with them year 
after year while there was hope,and at laſt notto de» 


ſert them,but ſtill uſe them ſo as ſhe though was as 
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at leaſt to keep them in a ſtate of hope from the 
badaeſs which difpliceney might cauſe. I could nat 
have born with a Son, I think, as ſhe could do where 
her kindneſs was at her own choicez- and yet (he 
more diſliked the leaſt fault than I did, and was 
more dclirous of thcir greatelt innocency- and ex» 
atneſs. | 


$. 14. Indeed ſhe was ſo much for calmneſs, de» 
liberation, and doing nothing raſhly, and 1n haſte, 
and my condition and buſinds, as well as temper 
made me do, and ſpeak much ſo ſuddenly, that ſhe 
principally differed from me, and blamed mean this; 
every confiderable caſe and bulineſs ſhe would have 
me take time to think mach of before I did «, er 
ſpeak, or rcfolved of any thing.l knew the counlel 
was good for one that could ſtay, but not for one 
that muſt ride Poſt : I thought (ill I had but a little 
time tolive z, I thought ſome conſiderable work ſtill 
called for haſte; I have theſe Forty years been 
ſenſible of the fin of loſing time: I could net 
fpare an hour: { thought I could underſtand the * 
matters 1n queſtion as well at a few thoughts as 8 
many days : and yet ſhe (that had leſs work and 
wore kiſfurc, but) a far quicker apprehenſion than 
mine, was all for ſtaying to conſider, and againſt 
haſte and eargerneſs in almoft every thing 3 and 
notwithſtanding her over quick, ahd tccling tempen 
was all for mildneſs, calmneſs; gentleneſs, plealingy 
nels and [erenity. lis yi | 


" 4.15. She hadan carneſtdefire of the converſion 
2nd falvation of her ſervants, and was groan | 
2 troubled” 
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troubled that ſo many of them ( though tollera- 
ble in thetr work. ) went away 'ignorant , or 
ſtrange to true godlinefs,. as they came : And fuch 
as were truly converted with us ſhe loved as chil- 
dren. 


$. 16. One infirmity made her faulty in the o0- 
miſſion of much of her duty: She was wont to 
ſay, that ſhe had from her childhood Imprinted a 
deep fear and hatred of hypocrifie on her mind, 
that ſhe could never do the outlide of her duty, 
as to the ſpeaking part, for fear of hypocriſle : I 
ſcarce ever met with a. perſon that was abler to 
ſpcak long, for matter and good langnage, with» 
out repatitions, even about Religious things ; and 
few that had more defire that it were well done 5 
.and yet {he could not; do' it her felf for fear of 
ſeeming to be guilty of oſtentation. In good com» 
pany ſhe would ſpeak little of that which ſhe moſt 
deſired to hear. When I was at any time from 
bome, ſhe would not- pray irs the Family, thougti 
ſhe could not endure to be-withont it. She would 
privately talk to the ſervants,and read good books to 
them.Moſt of rhe open ſpeaking part of Religion ſhe 
omitteJ,through a diſeaſed enmity to oftentation and 
hypocrific. But of late years, when ſhe faw me and 
others tao ſparing in profitable ſpeech to young 
ant! ignorant people, ſhe confeſt 'that ſhe ſaw her 
error, and that even an hypocrite', uſing but 
the- words and outlide of Religion, was better 


to others than filence an} unprofitable omifiton 
Was. 
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$. 17. Her houſhold-affairs ſhe ordered withfo 
{ſo great skill and decency , as that others much 
praiſed that which I was no fit judg of : I had been 
bred among plain mean people, and I thought that 
ſo much waſhing of Stairs and Rooms, to k 
them as clean as their Trenchers and Diſhes, and fo 
much ado about cleanlineſs and trifles, was a finful 
curioſity, and expence of ſervants time, who-might 
that while have been reading ſome good book. But 
ſhe that was otherwiſe bh had ſomewhat other 
thoughts. 


$. 18. Her great tender impatiency lay much im 
her ears: She could not bear (without great rea- 
ſon) a diſputing contradiction 3 nor yet to hear ſad 


tidings, nor any hard prognoſtick s and it was bes. 


cauſe ſhe felt the weakneſs of her own head, and for 
Twenty years lived in too great fears of the over- 
throw of her underſtanding. And I was apt to think 
It was but a paſſionate fanciful fear, and was too apt 
to be impatient with her impatiency, ard with every 
trouble of her mind, not enough conſidering how 
great tenderneſs in all our diſcourſe ſhe needed; 
though I remcmbcr nothing elſe that ever I ſhewed 
impaticnce to her in: but ever ſince herfirſt danger, 
and firong affetion, I could hardly bear any fignifi- 
cation.of her difplcaſure and diſcontent. And ſhe 
was wont oft toſay, It is a great mercy of God not 
to know what will befal usin this world, nor how we 


ſtall be ek, or ſuffer, or dic, that our fore- knowledg 


may not anticipateour ſorrows, though in the gene+ 
ral we ſhould be always rcady, 
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$. 19. She was the greateſt honourer of her Moe- 
ther, and moſt ſincerely loved her, that ever I knew 
a Child doto a Parent : She believed the Promiſeof 
the Fifth Commandment, and believed that it did 
imply an an(werable Curſe to them that broke 1t. 
And that as honouring Parents hath even the Pro» 
miſe of Bleſſings on-Earth, ſo the diſhonouring them 
1s like to bring a Curſe upon the Perſon, or Family, 
that is guilty of it: And that how great ſoever their 
preſent Proſperity may ſeem, it is coming and will 
overtake them, either in their Bodies, Children, or 
Eſtates. Prov. 30.17. The eye that mocketh at his 
Father, and deſpiſeth to obey bis Mother, the Ravens 
of the valley ſhall pick it out, and the young Eagles 
Jball eat it - And ſuch by Moſer's Law were to be 
put to Death, Det. 27.16. CURSED BE HE 
THAT SETTETH LIGHT BY HIS 
FATHER OR HIS MOTHER; AND 
LET ALL THE PEOPLE SAY, AMEN. 


And will God ſuſpend it till the Sinner ſaith, Awer? 


Ono. And what is that perſons Caſe that -liveth 
under this Curſe of God ? If the Body eſcape it, 
and Poſterity eſcape it, and the Eflate eſcape it, 7 wr 
and a ſeared Conſcience (cape it few years, the Soul 
will not eſcape it for ever, without 
through Repentancez for Chriſt hath redeemed 
none but ſincere Penitents -from the Curſe: Yea, 
even ſuch ſeldom ſcape the Temporal ſharp Cha- 
ſtiſement. | 
And very worthy was her Mother of her Love 
and Honourz All her Letters to her when ſhe was 
from home, I find now laid up by her as CR 
are : 


TheLIFE of 


ſure : I will tranſcribe part of ſome of them, that 
you may perceive her plain and honeſt Care of her 
Childrens Souls. 


$, 20. In one, 1657. to this Daughter at Oxford, 
ſhe writes thus. 


*F Cannot but put you in mind of your Duty you 
© owe to God; | mean, that-you ſee that you 
*loſe not your time: If you be where you may im- 
*prove your time for Grace, and getting down Sin, 
*T ſhall give you my conſent for your ſtay [ with her 
* Brother Upton, Canon of Chriſt Church.) But be 
* ſure you do not deceive your (elf herein, for God | 
*will not be mocked: He that doth righteouſly | 
* and liveth to Chriſt , ſhall enjoy all the Bleſiings 
* promiſed by God to them that truſt him, and obey 
*him. I bleſs my God, I have my Health as well as 
*[ can wiſh; and my heart runs out wholly to God, 
* in ſeeking a Bleſſing for Children, and Childrens 
* Children. O that I may prevail by Prayer to ce 
*ſuch hopes of .you all, upon good grounds, as will 
* be a gracious return to my Prayers. . This is wy 
*work. Be not you wanting to your ſelves (your 
*Endeavours and Prayers allo are neceſlary). Who 
*knows but God will give you that One thing ne- 
* ceſfary, which if you ſhall make it your chicteſt 
*ehoice, ſhall never be taken from you ? Let the 
* Word of God dwell plentifully in you, that it may 
*- be the Rule of your Life 3 which 1s the Prayer of 
*your traly Loving Mother, 


Mary Hanmer. 
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$. 21. In another, 16537. thus. 


' Know not why you ſhould write in Tears, be- 
| * cauſe of an apprehention of my Diſpleaſure ; 
*2nd that you can fee it at ſo great a diſtance, is 
{ſtrange to me. If your Intormation be of God, to 
* whom you appeal, look to it; if of men, believe 
*it not. Many falſe Fears may ariſe , for want of 
©the true Fear of offending a Good and Gracious 
* God: All your Fears and all your Joys muſt be 
© founded in him, or elſe your life here will be very 
uncomfortable. Had not I my Comforts from m 
*God, and not only in the Creature, I had funk. 
long (ince, and often'in Deſpair, Take my Expe- 
© rience, or rather hear the Word of God, which 
« fates, 1t #s better to truſt in God , than to put confi- 
© dence in Riches : It is better to traſt in God, than to 
© pt confidence in men. Be well acquainted with the 
«Will of God, and be fure in all things to pleaſe 
*him, and then all other Cares and Fears will be of 
*no value to-you. | O let it be your daily ſtudy, and 
* ket me in writing ſee ſome fruits of your labours, 
© before | go hence and be ſeen here nomore. © Be 
*not wanting to your own Comforts, and you can- 
*not diſpleaſe God nor your Mother, who longs 
*more after your Eternal Good, than I can now ut- 
*ter. My Love to you all, and Prayers for you all. 
«1 continue, $. 


Your moſt tenderly Loving Mother, 


M 2 - $. 22. In 


| vR : 


C——_ 


"Th LIFE of. 


A ee ee 


$. 22. In another to Oxford, 1657. 


* A. LL, will work for good to them that love 

* God; I hope you are one of thoſe : The 
©Lord dire your paths, that you may work ont 
*your Salvation with fear and trembling in your 
*Youth, and-not Ict- time (lip till Age, which will 
* come (or Death before 1i) on all fleſh, and an as 
* count muſt be given of the precious Time which 
.-we now negledt. I have more to fay;, but whenl 
© ſee you, it will be done with more eaſe. The Lord 
*keep you all, and make you faithful to the Death, 
© that you may receive the Crown of Glory ; which 


* 1s the Praycr of her that tendreth the four 
* your Soul: . iS: 


9,23. In 1659. In another ſhe writes thus 3: 


- 'Y dear Child My greateſt Trouble s, 
* that I can have no better account of your 
* health of Body; yet ſurely the cure of the Soul is 
* of far more worth: Therefore I faint not: Elſe 1 
*could not ſubſiſt under-the heavy ſtroke which | 
* bave juſtly deſerved. Who knows, but my fins may 
* be ſome cauſe of thy diſtreſs of Soul? However, 
* let us return tothe Lord, and he will heal all our 
*-breaches, and will bind up all our Sores, and will 
6 | us a houſe not made with hands, eternal in the 
* Heavens, where we ſhall never be forc'd aſunder, 
* and all Infirmities. ſhall be: left hebind ; and we 
* ſhall take up all pleaſure in the enjoyment of our 
*Heayenly Redecmer. In the mean time, let P” 
* wit 
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* with courage and confidence preſs hard toward the 
' mark, for the price of that-calling which was; ſex 
(before us: For the things:which are | ſeen are tempo» 
&ral, but the the things which are not ſeen are eterngl. 
{[ can go no further, but cannot forget to be 


Thy truly Loving Mother, 
M.-H. 


This was written to her in her ſickneſs, when, for 
better Air, ſhe lay at Old Mr.. Richerd F oly's houſe, 
at Stourbridge. | | 

6. 24. I have tranſcribed theſe, to (ſhew the mind 
and care of the good Gentlewoman, and what cauſe 
| and my Neighbours had of comaſlion to; her in 
her Sorrows, when '(he was ſeparated from an only 
Son, whoſe welfare the had proſecuted. with. © 
ſtrong afie&tion, and Jong labour and patience and 
began to have much comfort in this Daughter 
whom ſhe had formerly leaft valucd, -and- thought 
the muſt ſo ſuddenly leave her. - Let thoſe thatthink 
theſe too little matters to:be told the World, remem- 
ber, that Neerneſs, Love and Sorrow, . may be allow- 
ed to make things greatcr to me, than they ſeem to 
thoſe that are not ſo concerned in them.” And that 
My. Fox in bis Book: of Martyrs, publiſheth a great ' 
mmber of as mean Letters as any of theſe, even ſome 
of -women, and ſome written to the Martyrs, «s well 
as thoſe written by them. And while I ſay..that,-I 
will add, that though for Nineteen years I was ſo 
(c|dom from her, that ſhe had few Letters of mine, 
yet -« 


a= Te Rt - Or ——mmmm—_ 
+116 b.4 FE fl, 


Oc CO IE 


6. 22. In another to Oxford, 1657. 


- A, LL, will work for good to them that love 

* God; I hope you are one of thoſe : © The 
© Lord dire your paths, that you may work ant 
*your Salvation with fear and trembling in your 
*Youth, and not Ict- time (lip till Age, which will 
* come (or Death before 1i) on all fleſh, and-an 46 
* count mult be given of the precious Time which 
.we now negle&. I have more to-ſay;. but when 1 
© ſee you, it will be done with more-eaſe. The Lord 
*Keep you all, and make you faithful to the Death, 
* that you may receive the Crown of Glory 3 which 


*xs the Prayer. of her that--tendreth the of 
P your Soul: fa 


$.23. In 1659. In another ſhe writes thus * 


*Þ- AY dear Child — My greateſt Trouble's, 

Y B © that I can have no better account of your 
* health of Body; yet ſurely the cure of the Souls 
© of far more worth: [Therefore 1 faint not: "Elſe 1 
*could not. ſubſiſt under-the heavy ſtroke which 1 
* bave. juſtly deſerved. Who knows, but my fins may 
* be ſome cauſe of thy diſtreſs of Soul? |Howeve?, 
* let. us return to the Lord, and-be will. heal all our 
*breaches, and will: bind up all our Sores, and will 
;give us a houſe not made with hands, eternal io the 
© Heavens, where we ſhall never be forc'd aſunder,. 
* and all Infigmitics, (hall - be;.left hebind 3 and we 
*\ball take upall pleaſure in the enjoyment of our 
*Heayenly Redecmer. In the. mean time, _ 
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* with courage and confidence pteſs/ hard toward the 
' mark,. for the price of thatxxallingawhich was; ſes 
(before us: For the things iwhjch-areiſeen are tampo- 
@ral, but the the things, which are not ſeen, are elerayl. 
* [ can go no further, but cannot forget to-be-- 


Thy truly Loving Mother, \.. 
Molk2><r2f 


This was written toher in her ſickneſs, when, for 
better Air, ſhe lay at Old Mr.. Richord F oly's-houſe, 
at Stourbridge. Y T7 _—Y 


6. 24. T have tranſcribed theſe, to ſhew the mind 
and care of thegood Gentlewoman, and what cauſe 
1 and my Neighbours had of comaſkon to; hier 4n 
her Sorrows, when '{he was ſeparated from/an onl 
Son, whoſe-. welfare -ſhe+ had ;profecuted- with 
ſtrong affection, and long labour and paticncey and 
began to have much! comfort in this Daughter 
whom (ſhe had formerly leaſt valucd, -and--thought 
ſhe muſt ſo ſuddenly leave her. Let thoſe thatthink 
theſe too little matters:to:be tokd the World, remem- 
ber, that Neerzeſs, Love and Sorrow, - may be allow- 
ed to make things greater to me, than they ſeem to 
thoſe that are not ſo concerned in them.'+ And that 


Mr. Fox in bis. Book) of "Martyrs," publiſheth' a great ' 


muber of as mean Letters as any of theſe, even ſome 


of -women, and ſome written tothe" Martyrs, as well 


as thoſe written by them, And while 1 ſay.;that,-l 
will add, that though for Nineteen years I was ſo 
(cldom from her, that ſhe had few Letters of mine, 


I 
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yet thoſe which ſhe had I find now among her teler- 
ved Papers: And that you may fee what it wasthat 
I' thought ſhe moſt defired, and what ſhe tire 
ſelf valued, I will here add one of thera {not 
venturing to trouble ſuch with more, as are afiefhed 
little with any matters but their own, which is the 
caſe of moſt). - I recite this rather than others, part- 
ly alſo as an at of repentance for thole failings of 
her juſt expe&ations, by the negleG& of ſuch helps a 
I ſhould have given her, which I had here menti- 
oned; For t h ſhe oft ſaid, that before (he Mar- 
ried me ſhe eup more ſowrneſs, and unſuitable- 
neſs than ſhe found; yet I am ſure that ſhe found leb 
zeal, and holineſs, and ftricneſs in all words, and 
looks,' and duries, 'and lefs help for her ſoul-than ſhe 
expedted: And her temper was to aggravate a fault 
much more in ker neareſt and deareſt friends thay m 
any others, and to be far more troubled at then. 
Bur this uſe ſhe made of my too cold and carekeli 
converſe, and of all my impatiency with her 1unp+- 
tience; and of all my hafty words, that ſhe that had 
long thought ſhe had no grace, becauſe ſhe react 
not highey'than almoſt any-reach on Earth, and be- 
cavſe the had many Paſhons:and Infemities,' perctt- 
ved by me and many other eſteemed Teachers, that 
we were all as bad as ſhe z and therefore grace doth 
ſtand with more faulkkinefsthan ſhe had imagined, and 
that. all our teaching nivch excelled the frame of 
our ſouls and lives,and was mach more worthy tobe 
followed ; and therefore that God would alſo pardon 
{uch faitings as her own. 


« Though 
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(FT Hough I have received ngne from yon, but 

* one by Mr. H. I will. hot be avenged on 
«you by the like. I have nothing of News, or bu- 
© fineſs to communicate , | but to tell you, that we 
Gare all here yet as well as you lefe us, excepting - 
© what your abſence cauſeth. And yet I muſt con- 
' fefs, I find that it is eaſter to be oft ſpeaking to 
* God, when I have no body elſe to ſpeak to, than 
© when there are other Competitors, ExpeRants, or 
{Interpelſators. Juſt as I can eaſter now fill my Pa- 
© per to thee, with fome ſpeech of God, when [1 
© have nothing elſe to put into it, than I can when 
© many other tnatters are craving every one a place. 
{It is our ſhame that the Love and Glory of God 
*doth not filence every other Suiter, and even in 
© the midſt of crowds and buſineſs take us up, -and 
© and preſs every creature and occaſion for their ſer- 
* vice. But while we are weak, and compaſled with 
*fleſh, we muſt not only conſider what we ſould 
do, but what we cer do. It is our great fault thar 
*we are no skilfuller, and faithfuRer in helping one 
( another, that we might miſs each other on better 
* reaſons, than meerly from the inclinations of Love. 
'F hope God will make ' us better hercafter , that 
© when we are afimnder, each of us tay ſay, [ miſs 
*the help for Watchfulneſs and Heavenlinefs, for 
'true Love and Thankfalneſs to God, which I was 
* wont tohave. But O'! wharan enemy is a naugh- 
*ty heart! which maketh us unable for our duty a- 
*lone, and makes us need the help of others, and yet 
* will not ſuffer nsto uſe it when we have it. When we 
*zre alone,it maketh usimpedimentstoour felves,and 
*when we are in company it maketh us impediments 
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. * of our reaping the fruit of this, and all holy ea 


© to others. Yet is there none, no, not-the w | 
*© Chriſtians, but there is much 1in them, thatiwe 
* might improve. But we are ſo badandbackwad 
© at jt, that Satan too commonly hath. his end, 
© making us unprofitable to each other.: If a.gogd 
© Horſe, ora good Houle be a valuable mercy, how 
* much more is a good friend? Eut Art and Iaduſhy 
© are neccſlary to the improvement. Ard no wan- 
© der whcn we fetch not the help and comfort whigh 
* we might have from Ged, from Chriſt himſelf, from 
* Heaven, from Scripture, or want of improving 
© $kill and induſtry. O how eaſe is it, when-.our 
© friends are taken from us, to (ay, Thus, and thus 

* might, and .ſhauld have uſed them, rather thanſo 

© to uſe them while we have them! I hope God will 

help me to make ſome better ufe of thee while wo 
* are + ps and at a diſtance, O let not a heany 

© requelt to God for each other, be any day wants 
* ing. Dear heart, the time of our mutual helps 
*ſhort (O let ug uſe it accordingly) 3 but the time 


* deavours, and preparatory mercies, will be endleb 
©Yetalitte while, and we ſhall be both with Chrilt. 
© He is willing of us, and I hope we are willing of 
*him, and of his Grace, though the fleſh be weak. 
*I amabſent, but God is ſtill with you, your daily 
*Guide and Keeper 3 and I hope-you will labour to 
* make him your daily Comfort. And now you 
* have none to divert and binder you, to ſay,{/be# 
* I awake, I am ſtill with thee.) And when you-are 
* up, [1 have ſet the Lord always before me z becauſe bt 
* is at my right hand, I ſhall not be moved.) And 
* when Thoughts crowd in, [_ In the multi 
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"1 thoughts within we, thy Comforts delight my Soul. 


© And when Thoughts. would tfouble and 
:70u, My Meditation of his ſhall be ſweet, and 1 will 
© delight in the Lord. And when your Wang gg 
{Duty call you to him, It is good for me 

v nigh to God. 21 VF 74 


* 


©All other comforts will-be,/ as the things ar = 


' which we take comfort inz/ that is, Helpful if the 
{things be = and ufed but as yer Hurtful 
*;f the things be hurtful, .or hurtfully uſed 3 Vainif 
i the things be yainShortif the thingsbe tranſitory s 
© and&durable1f the things aredurableto us: And this 

* x the chief comfort which you and I mult haven ene 
* another, that is, as helpful cawards God, and asour 
* converſe with him will be durable. The Lord for- 
* give my great unproficableneſs, and the: fin that 

* brought me under any difbilities,to anſwer ;your 

* earneft and honeſt deſires, of greater. helps. than I 
' atford you, and-belp, me yet/to amend. it. towards 
*y0u. © But though my: Soul be: faulty and dull, and 

* my ſtrength of Nature fail, be ſure that he wall be 

'a thouſand: fold better to thee ,; even here, than 

* fuch crooked, feeble, uſelels things, 2318... 
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CHAP. 14 5 - 
® Of her Bodily Infirmities, andber Death. . 


$6. 1. T: FER diſeaſed frightfulneſs, and many\ſus 

'T 1 mer ſickneſſes,'1 trave mentioned before. 
A great pain of the Head heldher from-her'youth, 
two or three days eyery-Fortnight, -or-Ittle- mote; 
and-upon every thing that did irritate the matterſte 
had a conſtant traitneſs in'the Lamgs, - 'a- great ance 
oy of. 'mach \ exerciſe, - motion, ' or _ 6277" 
thing. Ever fince her fickneſs; v639.ſhe.hathfj 
Im-an il-conceited fear 6f : diſtra&ion, ' which:greath 
hutt her ; 'It was becaufe ſhe 'had-ari'Auntlongdo, 
deceaſed, and her-Parents were naturally paſſionate, 
and' her ſpirits over-quick, and-her blood thin-and 
Mobile 3 and*though wiſdom hid'it from otheepin 
Her 601 "the fele-the trouble: of: her\owniod 
10" rhimps, "is aforcſard, 'that much difpleiſcdider; 
ah4 fo Hvedt tn a conftanitifear, which tended tobave 
Btrought 6h her what ſhe ſeated : Burber underſtend- 
ing was (ft from failirng,thar iowss higher anddlest- 
er than other peoples 3, but like thetreble _ 
a Lute, ſtrained up to the higheſiy-fwoeer;butmn'for-. 
tinual! danger. 


$. 2 -About three years ago the miſ-perſns- 
fion of a friend, drinking Oe eh Collick a ſpaotr 


phgoy dered Ginger every morning, near a quar- 
ns fear rogrther, "nd then falling into ſome©- 
or moning - ghts Foryp ny 
Head A TCWw , Out in z 

refpred her. > Ss 
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4. 3- Ever ſince. that time her; Head-ach .abated,! 
2nd ſhe complained of a pain in one of ber Breaſts, 
20d her uncurable.timerouſacſs ſetled : her in; a-con». 
ceit that ſhe ſhould have a Cancer (which I fawno 
great.cauſe to fear) 3 but ſhe” could neither endure : 
to. bear that it was none, or'that it waghutin fearing) 
uncertainty, prepared conſtantly. for a ſad: death: 
And ſeveral Friends, Neighbours and Relations late- 
ly dying of Cancers, increaſed her fear : but ſhe 
femed tobe prepared cheerfully to undergo it. 


carried © 
ſhe was 


of this was ſeen to any 4 -ſhe purpoſely 
pleaſantly, and as merrily to others, when 
troubled. 


or Milk and Water, with- alittle Chocolate: in 
morning and night, and about one or 4wo bits at 
Dinner was her di 


her Broall, a 
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ve ceaſed for about ten wee ks.She divers Fa crak 
Barmet:Waters; but:1 think they cdvendexdrn 
ſion of her.ſjokneſs, and-top mnelvringture of 11 
ber, which work'ttoo-powerfully: on-hey Bivin4and- 
ſuddenly caſt her into- ſtrong diſturbarice: and define 
tion4 in which; though the/Phyficians,' wy 
kindneſs and care,did omit nothing/iti their power: 
ſhe died the 12th day : (She fell: fick'pn Friday, Te | 
J;. 1683, and died June 14, 1 TIT AOL 
111 [ ? T 
6. 7. | Though her underſtanding x never perf 
el ve had a very ſtrong remembrance of the 
affefirig paſſages of her life, ' from htr childhood, 
Mes. Corbet ka note {be dearly loved,” and had newly 
into the houſe.to be-her companidn), with other, 
fandiog by, ſhe cricd out-te me, My-morker #5 m._ 
Heaven, avud Mr. Corbet is in Heaven, and then and" 
T:fball bein Heaven. And even in-her laſt wealnes” 
was perſ{wadeg. of her. ſalvation. 


$-.8. She oft ſhewed us, that her ſoul did wht” 
towards God, crying out | Teu.grrmny of her Head), 


Lyrd make me know what ] have done, fo which | un 
aergo all this.: Lord, 1 ſnbmit God Ieoſer beſt: for 
mex: — .me 40 pray by ker, and ſtem quithly" 
to jozn to:tbeend; She heard divers Pſalamsy and s” 
Chapter read, and. re peated part, and ſung part of #* 
Palin her (elf. - The aſt words that the were, 
My God belp me, Lord bave mercy upon me. 


$19. \God had been {@ many years training her up * 
unde the expeQations and preparations fox death," 
eqgmuade the caſe of..ber fankle@ grlrrimyes mipy0p# 


% 


>, 
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nd -way doubting _of her. ſalvation z abd knowing 
that "dirattidgFeaver. or a Phrenſie, 'or an lifla-/ 
mation, of diſturbance of the Animal Spitits, or * 
Brain, or an Tmpaſtume may befal the beſt'as foon.as 
the worſt, I thank God that ſie was never under a- 
ny Mdancholly, ' which tempted het*to any of thoſe / 
lolefulevils, which many Score, I think, that have” 
been with me (of ſeveral ways of education) have 
been ſadly tempted to. "She near 19. year Tived with” 
me cheerfi], wiſe, and a very uſcful life, in conſtant 
Love, and Peace, atzg Concord, except our differing 
Opinions about triMal] occurrences, or our diſputing, 
or differing mode of talk.” | PL Monks. 


$ 10. She.was buried on Jyxe 17. in Chriſt;-Church,.. 


in the Ruins, in her 'own Mothers Crave.' The! 
Grave was the higheſt, next the old Altar,” or Table 

1n.the Change, of: which this herDatighter had cau- * 
ſed a very fair,” rich;” large Marble-{ be 
Anno 1661. about 20: yearsago z'on which I cauſed * 


tobe written, her Titles, and ſome Latin Verſcs, and - 


theſe Etiglith:oges, w 
This med thy eſt; to filent daft deſcend,” 
Thy = te ny; ee obo will end; * 
Then happy boly ſouls, but wo to thoſe © © 


Who Heaven forgot, 'and earthly pleaſures thoſe © * 


Hear now this Preathing Grave without ' delay, -. 
Believe, repett; and work while"it jt dy. I Ta 


But Chriſt Church on earth is liable to thoſe than? 
ges of which the NIN Ie OE. | 
la'the doleful- fanies'of Lowdow, 1666! "the Tal? of? 


the < 


to be laid, *. 
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the Church broke this t Marble all to pieca, 
and it proved no ny ument; and Thope tha 
Paper-Monument, d by one that is | ing, 
even at the, door, in ſome. paſſion indeed of loy 

and grief, but in fincerity of truth, will be more” 
publickly uſeful and durable than that Maxble-ſtoge 
Was. 1 trot 


—— "—_ 


CHAP, X 


Sowe Uſer propoſed to the Reader from this Hiſtory, 
as the reaſons why I wrote it. | 


[ this Narrative be Uſeleſs to the Readers, it 


idle writing is worſe than idle words: But { pry 
uſeful (with that which followeth) to all theſe 
to conlidering men. | 


$. x. It may help to convince thoſe that areincli-. 
ned to Saddxciſm, or Infidelity, and believe notthe 
teſtimony: of the iffing, ſpirit, to; the truth of 
iffcrs from 


muſt needs. be the ſin of the publiſher 4 foe. 


Mrs. Margaret Bizter. 


they are, 'or:to have that which they take to be.but 


1a coriceit : | Alktheir Rehgioust sthey take for 
the Dreams of crazed, or prond' perſons z and their 
holy diſcourſe, and Prayers, but” for canting, or vain 
babling. But acquaintance, if intimate with.graci- 
ous perſons, might convince them of their mortal er- 
ror 3 'and"true 'Hiftory methinks' may do much to» 


wards it. 


 $. 2. I confeſs, with thanks to God, that bavi 
theſe 'Forty years found that all our holineſs 
comfort depends upon our certain perſwaſion of the 
life of Retribution foffowing, and that our certain- 
xy of this depends upon our certain. belief of; the 


- Holy Scriprures ; and we being here inthe dark, and - 


too apt to doubt of all that we ſee not, thereare ſe» 
'veral ſenſible , or 'Experienced . preſent certainries, 
which have been a great ſuccor tomy Faith, to ſave 
me from temptarions to unbelicf and doubting, and 


.- - 


confirm 'my - affurance' that the Scfipture-is Gods * 


Word. . 
Ila that Findonbted!y feeand Hear, that through 
all the- world there is juſt 'ſuch a' pravity in bumane 


nature, as the Scripture deſcribeth for original fin z - 


which cannot-be the ſtate of mans integrity when 
his reafon! is'nuch convinced "of mach © the duty 
to: God, "adn and'himfelf, which he' will not do, 
jr of moſtof the great' fins which be will not for- 
[ © ; | 

I. te'the Scripture 'ceatly verified in. men» 


tioning the '6Hnkition enmity 40d War between the | 


thehvly Sced x; It is notorious 


w 
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On mm— 
which no Relation, or Intereſt reconcileth. - - + x#4 
THI. T feel and ſee the Scripture verified, which 
deſcribeth all the temptations of Satan, and the & 
os War within us .between the ſpirit and-'the 
cn. | {qd 
IV. And | feel and ſee the Scripture fulfilled, 
which promiſeth a bleſſing on Gods Ward, and by 
Ordinances. þ TA, 
V. And I feel and fee the Scripture fulbiled, 
which deſcribeth the renewiag work of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and the ſpiritual difference of the ſandilied 
from all others. This i not only. in my 4Ulf, burn 


others' (O how many hundred holy /perſonghatel 
known) the witneſs of Chriſts Truth 'and Pawers 


and as Joſhna's and Caleb's bunch of -Grapes, 0 allure 
me of the land of Promiſe, and Gods Truth, which 


'T ſee fulfilled ia them. Can I doubt of holineſs when 


T'feel it, and ſee it in the effets? 1 ;- 


| 


4 
'-VI. Even; as it perſwadeth me the ealtlicr:tobe- 
'lieve that there are Devils, when I ſee their very-na+ 
ture, and works, in Devils incarnate, and ſee whata 
Kingdom he plainly ruleth inthe world; and to'be- 


lieve that there is a Hell when I ſce ſo much of Hall 
on Earth. 11580 


$. 3. It may teach us that the ſtate of; Godlineſsis 
not tobe judged of by the fears and ſorrows in which 
it uſually begins: A mans life is not like his _ 
at his birth. The fears and penitent ſorrows whi 
fooliſh fleſhly finners fly from, do tead to dyerlaſting 


"peace and joy: and perfett love will caſt out.alltor- 


menting fears, unleſs it be thoſe of 'a | timerous dif- 
eaſed temper, which have more of ſickneſs than of 


> my os Fig 2 B'3 = BW # | 


| dear Wife did-look for more good -in-me, and more 
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fin, and will be4aid afide with the body; which was 
their cauſe. A life of peaceand Joy-on carth- avey 
ſucceed the tremblings 'of the-1n Converts 
but a life of full everlaſting joy will certainly ſacs. 
ceed the perſeverance,and vitory-of everybeheving ; 
holy ſoul. r bod to 


$. 4. It may warn all to take heed of expedting 
too much from ſo frail and bad a thing/as man :,My 


help from me than ſhe found, eſpecially lately in my 
weakneſs and decay. We are all like PiQures 
that muſt not be looked on too near. They that 
come near us find more faultsand badneſs in usthan 
others at a diſtance know. 


$. 5. It ſhould/greatly warn us to take heed of 
ſpall beginningsz'even a ſpark of affection, -honeſt 
in the'kind, may kindle a flame not gaſily quenched. 
How great'a-matter may a little fire kindle! almoſt 
all fin beginneth-in-a ſeed or ſpark, which 4s very 
hardly known to be*a (in or danger. 


$.6. Yea, it ſhould warnall to keep all the thoughts, 
affetions and 'peſſions under a cotiſtant watch and 0- 
bedience toGod-3-and know firſt, whether God com- 
mand them and allow them. 


9. 7. And this Hiſtory may teach us, that though 
God uſually begin (as is ſaid) our converfion 1n a 
fears and: penitent ſorrows, -it is holy, and” heavenly 
joy which it rendeth to, as more z and we 
ſhould chiefly ſeek, and I labour to moderate nee 
| \ 
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fear and ſorraw,' and not think we: can ingyer-havg; 
enough. It k r00.common an ceror with honelt{ou] 

to thmk that's hard hearr Heth-moſt w-wags of lors 
row/anid tears, when as it licth molt ip wang: of, a 
tratable compliance, and yielding to ghe.commandy, 
and will of God, and in an iron neck, and qobſtinge: 
diſobedience to God ; and to think that a new and 
tender heart is principally a heart. that-can weep agd 
mourn, whem'it s chiefly a hear that ealily; receiveth, 
all the imprefſions'of Gods commands, , and promis, 
ſes, and threats; 'and cafily- yieldeth $0 his knowny 
will. IT | | 


$18. And this may greatly waen usto fear and as 
void ſelf-willedneſ; : I mean a. will of our own. that, 
runs before the will of. God, and is too much {ct an» 
ary thimg which God bathy not pranjſed,/ and knows 
not how to bear a fruſtration or-denigl, but (aith as 
Ruchel, Giatirgpe, on 1 die. Weimull learn to. folks 
low, and notito: lead, and to: ſay, The wall of the 
Lord be: done; not mine Losd, but thine; and. w &+ 
very eſtate to-be-cyncent. . There! is;nQ, re/t; but, 10- 
Gods will. 


<$. 9: Yet this tells. us, that Gad, dealcth. better 
with his- weak ſervants. thaty they deſerve, and 
turneth that oft times ta their» good, which tbey 
deſerved ſhould have becn their greateſt ſuffer-- 


"7? 4 
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6 16: This Hiſtory (and: my: great experience). 
Aith, that rhwed? a-fivend phat, | mwrigr;/nprns 
brother, Prov. 18. 24. and that ara 

55 that. 
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Saxter. 


that ſaid, Prov. 27.10. Thy own friend,and thy fathers 
friend forſake mot - either go imo Vhy brothers Houſe 
in the dayof thy calawity, fot bette ir 4 meighbowr that 
is near, than « brother that is far off. 


$, 11. This Hiſtory tells us how great a mercy it 
is to havea body meet to (erv= thz ſoul, and how great 
an affiction ro have 'an-unraly indination from the 
bodies remper3"and what a tyrant exceflive. fear is, 
and how great a bleſſing it is to have ſach a paſſion 
as Faith can rule, and ecalily quiet. | 


$. 12. It rells you alſo how manifold temptations 
and affiithves Gods ſervants are liable to in this 
hte, VO! | 


6. 13. And it tells you, that our greateſt good or 
evil is neareſt us. - Next God, the beltis in onr fouls, 
and there is the worſtz and next in offe bodies, and 
next in our netireſt friends: And it may teach all to 

thoſe 'or that 


indeed in talkibg ſoNttle of K 
(except - wete EY 
an oppoſt; orrqvier 

on lay Wordly tote thiantt; 
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$: 19. Yet ber example tells us, that it-is oneof 
Satan's wiles to draw us to onefſin to avoid another; 
"and to make us think that nothing is a due thathath 
great inconveniences, or which wecan fore-ſce ſome 
men. will receive hurt from; and fo tobe unrighte- 
ous-by being-righteous over-much; and' leave much 
undone for-fear of doing it: amiſs; by which Rale 
we (ſhould ſcarce «ver do any thing-that. God com- 
mands3. He that obſerveth the winds ſhell not. ſow, and 
ke that regardeth the clouds. ſhall not reap, Eecleſ, 11. 
4- | ſpeak this on her (at laſt confe{I:d) error of 
omitting. ſeaſonable ſpeech and duty 'to avoid; hypo- 
crilie and oſtentation (which my great-friend, 
Hale, was juſt ſo guilty of, as I know, and the 
ters of his Life confeſs ; He would make no great 
ſhew of zeal in Religion, leſt if he did' any thing 
amis, Religion ſhould be reproached -fer his fake). 
I% Cardinal Righlien was wort to ſay- (as is written of 
him), that he hated. no Counſellor more than thoſe 
that were alway ſaying,, Let »s do it better'y by that 
hicdering the doing of much at all. 


$..16. You fee here, that ſuitableneſs in Religiow 
jadgment and diſpoſition. preſerveth. faſter love and 
concord (as it did with us) than ſuitablenefs in age 
Education and Wealth ; but yet thaſe ſhould nt 
ipprudently.negleted. Nothingcapſeth ſo near; and. 
faſt and comfortable an Union, as to be united 
ova one Cards, qe Spirit, -one Faith, off 
_Chutch, one bope of Heavenly Glory.s, yet accide 
tal unſditablene ould be avoided 2 Apr 
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$. 17. There are ſo ne- great men who know their 
own names, who (as have molt credible informari- 
on) have,.to greater than themſelves, repreſcated 
me not only as covetous, but as mutable for my Mar- 
riage. 2.4 | 44 
To whom I now grve this ſatisfaction. 1. Ag to 
Covetouſneſs , my Vindication is a-matter unfit for 
the ears of the world, if Reverend mens backbitings 
(the ſame that troubles our common peace) did not 
make it partly neceſſary. Through Gods mercy, and 
her prudent care, I lived in plenty, and. fo do ſtill, 
though not without being greatly - beholden to di- 
vers friends z and I am not poorer than when I Mar- 
ried : but it is not by. Marriage, nor by any thing 
that was bers before. 

2. Andasto my mutability. Whereas one of | them 
reports that I aid to him, that I 1howght the Marri- 
age of Miniſters had ſo great inconveniences, that 
though neceſſity made it lawful, yet it was but lawfal; 
that is, 10 be avorded as- far as lawfully we may. 1 an- 
ſwer, that I did ſay fo to him and I never changed 
my judgment 5 yea, my Wite lived and died in the 
ſame mind. And þ here freely adviſeall Miniſters that 
have not ſome kind of neceſlity, to think of theſe few 
reaſons among many. 

I, The work of the ſacred Miniſtry is enoughto - 
take up the whole man, if he had the ſtrength and 
parts of many men. O how much is there todo of-. 
tentimes with. one ignorant, or ſcandaJaus,: or. ſad 
deſpairing ſoul? And who is ſufficient for--all that's 
to be done to hundreds or. thouſands }-In'the, primi- 
tive. Church every Congregation had «094, wa 
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ſters3 but covetouſnels of Clergy and people will 
now ſcarce allow two to very great Pariſhes: -ligid 
not marry till I was filenced and cjeGed, and-hadny 
flock or Paſtoral Cure. Believe it, he that wilt have 
a Wife, muſt ſpend much of his time 1n conference, 
rayer, and other family-dutics, with her. Andyfhe 
hav children, O how much care, time and labour, 
will they require ! I know it, though I have none. 
And he that hath ſervants, muſt ſpend time inteach- 
ing them, and in other dutics for them 3, beſides the 
time; and perhaps caring thoughtsthat all bis Fami 
expences and : {fairs will require. And then it wi 
diſquiet a man*s mind to think that be muſt 
his Family or his Flock, and hath undertaken more 
than he can do, My conſcience hath forced me: many 
times to omit ſecret prayer with my Wife when ſhe 
defircd it, for want of time, not daring: to' omit fa 
greater work. | ; 
2. And a Yimiſter can ſcarce look to'win muchon 
his Flock; if he be not able to oblige them by 'gifis 
of charity and liberality. And a married man hath 
ſeldom any thing to ſpare, eſpecially if he havechil- 
dren that muſt be provided for, all will ſeem tov. 
little for them. Or if he have none, Houſe-keeping 
is chargeable, when a ſingle man may have entertain- | 
ment at calic rates 3 and moſt women are weak, and 
apt to live in fear of want, if not in covetouſhels; 
and have many wants real or fancied of their ownto 
by fupphed, Y TV | 
3. Ina word, St. Parl's own wordsare plains: 
others, but concern Miniſters mach more than-ather 
men, 1 Cor. 7. 7,&c. I would that all new were'' 1 
4 felf--- Þt ts grod fir them if they thidetven'e "= 
.20, 


=. wo > > . 


my wm, >», = _ﬀQ}}Q vo 


_ =. 8... 


GE ou: «#S.90. ec +1 xt _#=<s_p ND_Hoa ow w os cc, 3+ © wreoo , 7 


abit A 
\ 8 Ps” 


1B 198 
a—— 
we 


" Mri.Mirgaret Baxter. 


$:$4b ſhell have trouble iy the fleſh 32 t 59/'d' | here 
ju without carefulneſ5, He that ## unmarried; careth 


r the things that belong to the Lord,how he my ple Jſe 


| the Lord: but he that #s married, careth for the things 


if. the world, how he may pleaſe his wife. This is true. 
And believe it, both carmg for the things of* the. 


world, and caring to pleaſe one another, are buſige(- 


ks, and troubleſome buſineſſes ; care for houſe-rent; | 


for children, for ſ{cryants wages, for food and ray- 
ment, but above all for debts, are very troubleſome 


things 5. and i cares'cHoak the word in hearerg; they 
nill be yery' unfit for the mind of a Scudent, and a; 


man that ſtould ſtill dwelFon holy things. : 
And the pleaſing of a Wift is ufnally no caſte tak *. 
There is an unfuitableneſs 1n the beſt, and wiſe, and 
likeſt, Faces'are not fo unlike.as the apprehenſions 
of the mind. They that agree in Religide” in gave 
adIntereſt, yet may hive daily differemPapprehen= 
fronsabout occaftorial occurrences, perfons,, things, 


words, ec, That will. feem 'the beſt way to one 


that ſeems worſt tothe 'other. And paſſions are'apt 
to ſycceed, and ſerve theſe differences : 'Very good 
people {are yety hard ro-be pleaſed: My own dear 


Wite had tigh” defires of my doing, and ſpeaking 
better than F did, bur my.badueſs made-it-hard to - 


me ro do better. But this was my benefir 3, for it 
ma but.ro put:me on to be. better :as God himſelf 
vill be pleated'; Thar it*s'hard 'to pleaſe God and 


boly perſons, 'is only our fault, But there are too-- 
many that will nor phaſed, unleſs;you will con- - 


trdure ro' their (in; ,their pride, their waltfulnels, 
their fuperflities and childiſh fancies, their cove- 


touſhels and paſſions : - and too many who have fich : 
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paſſion, ne ern 
Finn almoſt any; the wiſeſt can attain... 
contents, and diſpleaſure of —— { 
will be as Thorns or Nettles in your i 
* And Paw concludetb, to be .un-marr 
ter, that we may attend the Lord without dif 
v. 35, 38. by 4 My 
And . what need we more than: Chefs "% 
words, Mat. 19. 10, 11, 12. when they {aid che; 
It is not good to marry }, he anſwers "Us ant. - 
receive  1his ſaying , _ fans. whom; #5 
For there-are ſome Exnnchs, . 


their Mothers womb ; and; t are fone Ems 


» 
* 
c 


who were made Ennuchs "at's men ; an there. #: Ws '* 

muchs which have made themſelves  Exnuchs 1 th ok 

K ingdom of Heavens ſake : He that is able. #0 | 

it, let him weceive it. __ 1 > 
Oh howttiany fad and careful hanes' night. 

a Miniſter have prevented 2 And how mach ag 

good might he have done, if (bei! ner 
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e had been ſooner wi 
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$.18. Another Us of this Hiſtory: EG Wt 
men, that it is not God's or our Engeaies alk 
us in worldly loſſes or ſufferings $nep Ty 
we ſuffer for Righteouſneſs _ 
painful, .as our” own inward Infirmities.. 
Spirit can bear his Infirmitics of outward. : 
but a woutided Spirit, who can bear [My pc 
made . nothing of 'Priſons , Diltr: woue 
prinhes, an ſuch Crolſesz, but be 
moſt inward, from ber own Ter derncls, 4 
om thoſe Fbom ſhe over-loved-,, 


on part, all Ng puny 
againft me, is but.2s a ith 
pariſon of the daily burden-of 
the weaknefs of. my Soul in Faith'; 6, Hope, Was, 
and Heavenly Deſires and Delights,.” - 


* $.19. And here you ma ſee, how necelliey Pa 
ene is $94 to have a Mind tortibad, Sooptged 
inſt all forts of Saff cringe, that in our Patience 
Fey x Kain Þ And my vs ering 
that muſt be Bbjtrwrt Ft. nag No 
. We'are' all imperf6@ It hath "fiiade"tve” many” 
artnet at 'rhe Prelates,* rf nr der Felk 


way roth Concord of 'Millions 
- conſent . 


feet | 
. Conſcience 


dwell with them for ever': Wi bow we 
Rill fare to (tay with them bur a little while. "A 
had we here known Chriſt after the ficth, weſh he 
ſo know him no more : Whereas believing that's 
thall ſoon” be with him, even thoſe that 
him, my rejoice with joy COT ng and 
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$. 21. Laftly, Here you may ſee, that as Goth 
Servants have not thei portion or good things i 
this Life, ſa they may hs the ſame iporeny =} 
warmer of. Death hem: Tt 

ie in his ſares, among t $. 
Dives may have potgom Le cod and Funeral. ] 
z.no judging of a be amrayra; , or of by 
late, by his Difcaſed D 
=: bog Hoh, a5 kt ta God, ſhall dic 
the hand of. though. a 
kinder himfrom knowing, 
fudden poſſeſſion of Heaven convince | 
are the dead that die in the Lord, : Joes 
Jes, ſaith the Spivit , that 

labaxrs, and their works. de f 
Th In.-our great 


comfort one oher wich theſe words 
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